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SUPERI OR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DI VI SI O\ BERGEN COUNTY
DOCKET NO. SWC- F-004225- 24

340 BOGERT FUNDI NG LLC,
Plaintiff, DEPGSI TI ON OF:

REVEREND
RCDNEY HAVENMAN

V.

Rl VER EDGE CHURCH, STEVEN
SOTO, DAYSI DUVERGE, RAFAEL
L. MARTE, THE REFORMED
CHURCH OF CHERRY HI LL AND
NEW BRI DGE, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, STEPPI NG STONE
DAYCARE AND LEARNI NG CENTER,
CETI CHURCH, M NI STERI O
MUNDI AL CHURCH, FI RST

BAPTI ST HAI TI AN CHURCH, and
"JANE DCE and JOHN DCE 1 to
10" said nanes of "JANE DCE
and JOHN DCE 1 to 10" being
fictitious,

Def endant s.

N/ N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

TRANSCRI PT of the stenographic notes of
the proceedings in the above-entitled nmatter as taken
by and before MARY ANN ADAMS, a Certified Court
Reporter and Notary Public of the State of New Jersey,
held at the office of MARSHALL DENNEHEY, P.C., 425
Eagl e Rock Avenue, Rosel and, New Jersey, on Tuesday,
January 6, 2026, commencing at 9:57 a.m

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040
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APPEARANCES:

WEBBER MC G LL, LLC

BY: CRAIGW DAVIS, ESQ

100 East Hanover Avenue, Suite 401
Cedar Knolls, New Jersey 07927
(973) 739-9559

cdavi s@webberntgill.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff

MARSHALL DENNEHEY, P.C.

BY: HOMRD B. MANKOFF, ESQ

425 Eagl e Rock Avenue, Suite 302
Rosel and, New Jersey 07068

(973) 618-4100

hbmankof f @dwcg. com

Attorneys for Defendant

The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill
New Bri dge

Page 2
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NO.
RC 11

RC- 12

(Exhibits retained by the Certified Court Reporter.)

Page 4
EXH BI TS (conti nued)

DESCRI PTI ON PAGE
Plaintiff, The Reforned Church of 93
Cherry H Il and New Bridge's,

Responses to Intervener-Plaintiff's
I nterrogatories
Series of emails 115
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REVEREND RCDNEY HAVEMAN, havi ng been duly sworn by the
Notary Public, testified as follows:
EXAM NATI ON BY MR DAVI S:

Q I s Reverend Haverman an appropriate way
to address you?

A You can call me whatever you want.

Q Ckay. |'ll call you Reverend Havenan

Ckay. Reverend Haveman, thank you for com ng
today to this deposition. |1'msure M. Mnkoff, your
attorney, informed you that | aman attorney with
Weber MG II, we're a firmin Cedar Knolls,
New Jersey, and we're representing 340 Bogert Fundi ng
in this case, who's the plaintiff who I ent noney to
Ri ver Edge Church and Pastor Soto, and we're
foreclosing on the property as you very well know.

So just for the record one nore tine, just

pl ease state your name and your address.

A Rodney Haveman, 541 4th Avenue,
West wood, New Jersey 07675.
Q And what's your birthday, M. Haveman?
A Cct ober 6, 1975.
Q Ckay. Have you been deposed before?
A Yes.
Q How many tines?
A Once.

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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Q Ckay. How | ong ago was that?

A | don't know.

Q More than five years?

A No.

Q kay. \What was it about, what was the
case about?

A A previous version of this case.

Q Ch, inthis -- okay. | think |I know

what you're tal king about. Was M. Mankoff your

| awyer in that litigation, too?

A Yes.

Q kay. And who deposed you in that case,
do you recall? Wat party, | don't nmean what |awyer.

A It was the |lawer for The River Edge
Chur ch

Q Ckay. M. Haveman, |'mjust going to
gi ve you sone background instructions just to -- you

did it once, you may have forgotten, but this is
basi cally a question-and-answer session. |'m going
to ask you questions. You're going to answer the
guestions to the best of your ability. You realize
you' re under oath, so you have to answer the
guestions truthfully. |f you don't know the answer
or you can't renmenber the answer, that's a truthfu

response. Ckay?

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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M. Mankoff is going to interject an objection
every now and agai n perhaps, unless | get a perfect
deposition. That's just for the record. You can go
ahead and answer questions. There's very |limted
ci rcunst ances under which he'll instruct you not to
answer a question, but just, you know, wait for that.
W can have a discussion if that happens.

Do you understand all that?

A | do.

Q Ckay. So please give ne verbal answers
to ny questions, because the reporter Mary Ann has to
t ake everythi ng down, so nods of the head and uh-huhs
and uh-uhs, while they work while we're just hanging
out having coffee, don't quite do so good in a
transcript, so just be mndful of that | ask.

And if you don't understand a question | ask,
just ask nme to clarify or just say | didn't
understand that. |If | ask a question and you go
ahead and answer it, |I'mjust going to assune you

under st ood what | asked you. Ckay?

A Ckay.

Q Pl ease let nme finish asking the
guestion. | know you're going to anticipate ny
guestion and start -- well, | don't know you wll,

but many people start answering the question before

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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"' mdone. Just let nme get the question out so Mary
Ann can get it on the record. This is a very fornal
proceeding. This is a conversation unlike any that
anybody has in real life. So | have to get ny whole
guestion on the record and then I'Il give you the
time to answer, and I'll try my best not to talk over
your answer. Ckay? |It's bound to happen though, so
don't worry about it.

You can guess, but only educated guesses. You
don't need to take any wld guesses. Al right? And
i f you are taking an educated guess based on
estimates or vague nenories, just say so so we have
that on the record, too.

A. kay.

Q But if you don't know an answer to a
guestion, there's no need to take a wld guess.

If you need a break let nme know. |f anyone
needs a break, we can take one at any tine. | don't
expect this to be a terribly |ong deposition, so we
can afford breaks, even for lunch, which I left at
honme by the way.

So are those instructions clear, Reverend

Haveman?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Are you taking any nedications

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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that mght affect your ability to understand ny
guestions or articulate answers to them today?

A No.

Q kay. And did you prepare for today's
deposition in any way?

A Yes.

Q What did you do? You don't have to tell
me if you talked to you | awer what you guys
di scussed, but just tell nme what you did and how nuch
time you spent doing it.

A | talked to ny |awer, it was about
thirty mnutes --

Q kay.

A -- specific to the case, and | reread a
portion of the past deposition that | had.

Q Your past deposition.

A Correct.

Q kay. And how long did you talk to your
| awyer ?

A About thirty m nutes.

Q Ch, you said that.

A Rel ative to the case.

Q When was t hat?

A Yest er day.

Q Was it on the tel ephone?

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040
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A Not Zoom M crosoft Teans?
Q Vi deo.
MR. MANKOFF: Teans.
A Teans, right.
Q Teans? Okay. Tell nme a little bit

about yourself, Reverend Havenman. \What's your

current position, if I can call it that?
A It's a broad question. 1'll try to be
specific. I'ma Mnister, Mnister of Wird and

Sacranent at Parkside Comrunity Church, and | amthe
Clerk of the Classis of Geater Palisades.

Q Can you tell nme what affiliation
Par kside -- strike that.

Does Parksi de Comrunity Church and the C assis

have any affiliation wth each other?

A Yes.
Q And what's that affiliation?
A The Classis is made up of a nunber of

congregations within the Bergen and Hudson County
area and two churches in Atlanta, and Parkside
Community Church, which is in Wstwood, New Jersey,
i s a nmenber congregation of the Classis of Geater
Pal i sades.

Q Ckay. And how many nenber congregati ons

are in the d assis?

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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A Approxi mately 45.

Q kay. Two are in Atlanta, but the rest
of themare in New Jersey?

A Yes.

Q kay. And how | ong have you been in
this position? Wll, strike that. Let ne be nore
speci fic.

How | ong have you been the Mnister at Parkside
Communi ty Church?

A It will be 25 years this year. |
started in August of 2001.

Q And what's your position with the
Cl assi s agai n?

A | amthe Cerk of the O assis.

Q Ckay. Wiy don't you tell ne what a
Classis is, let's start with that.

A A Classis is an assenbly of The Reforned
Church in Anerica that has specific responsibilities
for the churches that are nenbers of the assenbly.

Q And what woul d sone of those
responsibilities be?

A The primary responsibilities laid out in
t he Book of Church Order are the supervision of its
churches, the supervision of its mnisters, and the

supervi sion of the students who are under its care.

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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Q Sem nary students?
A Correct.
Q Ckay. So you supervise the nenber

churches. Not you, the C assis supervises the nenber

churches. |Is that correct?

A That is correct.

Q Ckay. And how | ong have you been in
that position as the Cerk of the O assis?

A Si nce February of 2015.

Q Ckay. |s there soneone above you in the

Classis that you report to in any way?

A | am anenabl e or responsible to the full
assenbly. As an officer of the Classis, there isn't
an individual that | amreporting to or responsible
to. It is an Executive Commttee that represents the
Classis in between its stated sessions that | would
say is nost likely the body within the C assis that
" mresponsible to.

Q Are you al so on that Executive

Comm ttee?

A | am As an officer, yes, | am
Q Are there nultiple C asses -- is that
the -- | should know that since | teach a |ot,

Cl assis and C asses, Classes in the RCA?

A It is Casses, and yes.

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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Q How many are there?
A Of the top of ny head | don't renenber
specifically. That nunber shifts and changes. So |

don't want to guess.

Q Are they worldw de or are they nationa
bodi es or North Anmerican?

A The Refornmed Church of Anerica is within
North Ameri ca.

Q kay.

A So Canada and the United States. There

I's a changing dynamic in The Refornmed Church in

America. |'mnot sure you care about that.
Q | mght.
A But it is noving beyond Canada and the

United States in that changi ng dynam c.

Q Now, as the Classis as a supervisory
rol e over the nenber churches, is there |ikew se sone
entity in the RCA that has a supervisory role over
t he C asses?

A The current assenbly is the regiona
Synod, it's responsible for the Classes withinits
region, and it has a supervisory role and a
judicatory role.

Q How many regi onal Synods are there,

roughl y?

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A The Refornmed Church in Anerica is going
through a conplete restructuring of its organization.
| believe, and this is a guess, because | don't know
how many of these regional Synods have been
el imnated, but there was al ways eight.

Q Ckay.

A | don't know if that is still the case.
There's not nore than that. There may be | ess.

Q And the Cassis of -- tell nme the nane
of your O assis again.

A The O assis of G eater Palisades.

Q Greater Palisades is part of what Synod,

regi onal Synod?

A The Synod of Md-Atlantics.
Q Ckay. Md-Atlantics?

A Correct.

Q As in Md-Atlantic states?
A Yes.

Q And provinces | presune?

kay. | may cone back to sone of that, sone of
these issues as they relate to this case in a mnute.
Let me just get a sense of your -- a little nore of
your personal background. You said you're a Mnister
of Word and Sacranent at Parkside Community Church,

you' ve been there for 25 years?

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A My anniversary will be in August of this
year, SO --
Q Congrat ul ati ons.
A -- however you do the math on that.
Q kay.
A But yes.
Q That's fine.
A And t hank you.
Q And you went to -- what's your

educati onal background before you started being a

M nister?

A "Il start with coll ege.

Q Yeah, exactly.

A Calvin College in Gand Rapi ds,
M chi gan. Western Theol ogical Seminary in Holl and,
M chi gan.

Q Ckay. And what did you study at Calvin
Col | ege?

A | have a Bachelor of Arts in religion

and t heol ogy.

Q Ckay.

A And -- yeah.

Q Is Calvin College a liberal arts coll ege
or is it specifically a -- sort of a religious

training institute?

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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It's a liberal arts college.

Ckay. And then where was your graduate

| have a Master's of Divinity --
kay.

-- at Western Theol ogi cal Sem nary.
And where is Western Theol ogi cal
that in Mchigan, too?

Yes.

What year did you get that?

| graduated in May of 2001.

kay. And then -- are you fromthe

Yes.

Have you been a M nister since you got
t he Theol ogi cal Sem nary?

It's actually an MDiv, but yes.

So you didn't have any ot her

al jobs in between?

No.

Ckay.

Can | ask, when you say in between, do

you mean in between graduating with ny Mdv and

starting in August at Parksi de?

Q

Let me -- I'Il just rephrase the

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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question, but that's exactly ny question. D d you
have any jobs other than your mnisterial work after

you got your MDiv and before you started acting as a

M nister?

A Yeah, | was working at a furniture
store.

Q Ckay. Maki ng ends neet.

A Correct.

Q Al right. Let's do Exhibit R -- can we

call this RC1
(Exhibit RC-1, Second Rule 4:14-2(C)

Notice to Take Oral Deposition of Corporate
Representative of Defendant The Refornmed Church of
Cherry Hill and New Bridge, was received and marked
for identification.)

Q Reverend Haveman, |'ve just entered as
RC-1 an exhibit that is a deposition notice. |If you
| ook at the boldfaced title of the docunent at the
right, it's a Second Rule 4:14-2(C) Notice to Take an
Oral Deposition of a Corporate Representative of
Def endant The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill and New
Bridge. |Is it your understanding that you' re here
today as a corporate representative of The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge?

A Yes.

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040
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Q Ckay. Can you explain to ne -- we
tal ked about a few things already. W' ve talked
about Parkside Conmmunity Church. W' ve tal ked about
The Refornmed Church of Anerica. W' ve tal ked about
the Classis of Geater Palisades. Wuere does
Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge fit
into that schenme you've just tal ked about ?

A It is a nenber congregation of the

Cl assis of Geater Palisades.

Q Li ke Parkside Comrunity Church woul d be.
A Correct.
Q And what's your relationship -- you're

the Mnister at Parkside Community Church, so what is
your actual relationship to The Reformed Church of
Cherry H Il and New Bridge?

A Currently | serve as the President of
the Adm nistrative Commttee for the church.

Q And what is that, what does the
President of the Adm nistrative Conmttee do, what do
t hey do?

A The Administrative Conmittee oversees
all of the business of the congregation, so its
adm ni stration of worship, property, finances,
rel ationships with tenants, anything the church does.

As the President, | call neetings of the

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 20 of 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

Page 19

Adm nistrative Committee, | chair those neetings, |
help formthe agenda for those neetings, and work as
the primary communicator with the tenant in
partnership with our property manager, who we pay for
t he managenent and upkeep of the property at the
chur ch.

Q And the church, is The Reforned Church
of Cherry H Il and New Bridge that you' ve just been
tal ki ng about your roles in respect to, is that the
church located in R ver Edge on Bogert Road?

A Yes.

Q Okay. It's the church building itself,
as well as the church as sort of a religious
institution, is it considered both?

MR. MANKOFF: | object to the form of
the question. You can answer.

Q Yeah, |l et ne rephrase the question.

The Church of Cherry H Il and New Bri dge you
just testified is the church in River Edge on Bogert
Road. Correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. \When we refer to the word the
church, meaning The Church of Cherry H |l and New
Bridge, you're tal king about that property. So part

of your role is to nmanage the property, the church as

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions
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a property. Correct?
A The church is nore than the property.
Q No, I'mgoing to break it down. But

part of your role is to manage the church property at
that location. Correct? 'Cause you said you deal
with the tenants?

A At both the church property and the
manse, both properties that the church owns, 340

Bogert and 360 Bogert.

Q kay. Distinguish those for ne. Wat's
a manse?
A A manse typically is the housing that

the church owns to provide as part of conpensation

for the Mnister who is serving the congregati on.

Q M A-N S E?

A MA-NSE, yes.

Q And we've been calling that a parsonage
in this case. |Is that roughly equival ent?

A The nane is different depending on who's

tal ki ng about it or which denom nation --

Q Ri ght.
A -- but both of those are typical terns.
Q kay. But also as the Adm nistrator and

the President of the Admnistrative Commttee, do you

have oversight over the church itself as a

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions
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wor shi ppi ng conmuni ty?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And do you still have that
oversight role at the church on Bogert Road?
A Yes.
Q kay. Who's the current Pastor at the

church there?

A There is no Pastor currently.

Q There isn't.

A No.

Q Do you know who's living in the manse?

A No.

Q Do you know if anybody is living in the
manse?

A | don't know.

Q kay. Are you famliar with the church

t hat goes by the nane of River Edge Church?

A In its nanme, yes.

Q That's all? Do you know anythi ng el se
about it?

A No.

Q kay. Do you understand that they

purport to be operating as a church community out of
the property at Bogert Road in River Edge?
A Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Ckay. Do you know if there's anyone who
purports to be a Pastor of that congregation?

A Currently, no.

Q (kay. How about in the past?

A | -- 1 think Steven Soto clainmed to be,
but I don't know.

Q kay. Was Steven Soto ever a Pastor
t hat was under your supervision?

A No.

Q Do you know how Steven Soto first got
i nvol ved with the church at Bogert Road?

A The story he told and the previous

Pastor told, he cane into the church, inpressed sone
people, claimed to be a Mnister of some sort, becane
a part of the church, and was nanmed the person who

woul d take over once Ral ph, the previous M nister,

retired.
Q Was that Ral ph Acerno?
A Yes.
Q AASCGCERNOoO AGERNO
A A-CGE-R N O
Q And what was -- strike that.

How di d you as the President of the
Adm nistrative Commttee respond to M. Soto's sudden

I nvol venent in the church at Bogert Road?

800-227-8440
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A | was not the President of an
Admi nistrative Commttee at that tine.

Q Ckay. Wien did you start in that role?

A | don't renenber.

Q kay. Do you know when M. Soto cane
into the picture as far as you can renenber?

A | don't know when he came into the
picture with Ral ph Acerno and the church. | vaguely
remenber when he cane into -- | renmenber the process

by which we becane famliar with Steven Soto being in
some formof |eadership in the church. | don't want
to say |like a date or a nane, | can give a general
tinmeline, but I don't want to commt to sonething
‘cause |'mnot a hundred percent sure.

Q Ckay. Fair enough. That's fine if
that's your answer.

So Pastor Acerno, did you or the Adm nistrative
Conmi ttee have a supervisory role over hinf

A The Classis did. That Adm nistrative
Commttee didn't exist until approximately June, July
of 2020. And Reverend Acerno at that tinme was
retired.

Q When you say that Adm nistrative
Commttee, just for the record, specifically what

Adm nistrative Commttee did you nean by that

800-227-8440
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Adm ni strative Commttee?
A The Adm nistrative Commttee that was
assigned by the Classis to oversee and adm nistrate

t he business, all of the work of the church itself.

Q The church being The Reformed Church of
Ri ver Edge and New Bri dge?

A Yes.

Q Do you know if the church on Bogert Road
Iin River Edge is still called The Refornmed Church of
Ri ver Edge and New Bridge -- |'msorry, The Reforned

Church of Cherry H |l and New Bridge?

A It is called by its common nane, The
Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hill.

Q Ckay. And they don't have a Pastor
right now as far as you recall. Correct?

A The Reforned Church of Cherry H Il does

not have a Pastor.

Q Okay. Let's take a look at the third
page of this notice. It's actually the third and
fourth pages. |'ve listed here a Schedul e of Topics

that you're here to testify on behalf of The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge. Just for
term nol ogy, just for the sake of brevity, when | say
Ref ormed Church in this deposition, | nmean that

church, okay, Reforned Church of Cherry Hill and New

800-227-8440
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Bridge, just as a shorthand. Ckay?

A Ckay.

Q If I want to refer to The Reforned
Church of Anerica as the broader entity, I'll say
that. |If nmy question is ever unclear to you in that
poi nt, just ask.

A Ckay.

Q O M. Mankoff can ask. So when | say
Ref ormed Church, I'mgoing to be referring to the

entity you're here to represent today.

So could you just | ook at those topics. o
ahead and read themto yourself. There's 14 of them
And then I'Il just have a question or two for you.

Ckay. You've read those 14 points?

A Yes.

Q Rat her than go through them one at a
tinme, let nme just ask you, have you | ooked at this
Schedul e of Topics before this deposition in
preparation for it?

A Not that | renenber.

Q kay. Are there any of these topics
that you are not prepared to testify about today as
the corporate representative of Reformed Church?

A Honestly, that feels really broad.

Q It is really broad.

800-227-8440
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A If you ask ne a particular question,
sure.
Q kay.
A But if you ask nme sonething out of |eft
field, I will say I"mnot ready to answer that.
Q Wiy don't we just take it a question at

atinme then. But these are the topics that you were
called here to testify on just so you're aware.

Ckay let's put that aside.

MR. DAVIS: Let's call this 2.

(Exhibit RC-2, Answer to Conplaint with
Cross-Cl ains on Behal f of Defendant The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge, was received
and marked for identification.)

Q (kay. Reverend Haveman, |'ve entered as
Exhibit 2 a docunent filed by your attorney and it's
titled Answer to Conplaint wwth Cross-C ai ns on
Behal f of Defendant Reformed Church of Cherry Hil
and New Bridge. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q kay. So this was actually not only
your Answer to the Conplaint we filed in this action,
but also you filed a cross-claim which begins on
page 5. Read as nmuch as you want, but when you're

ready, turn to page 5.

800-227-8440
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So this is a cross-claimthat you filed in this
matter and it's filed against -- could you confirm
for me that this cross-claimis filed against The

Ri ver Edge Church defendant?

A Yes.

Q kay. As well as Steven Soto, Days
Duverge, and M. Marte?

A Yes.

Q kay. |If you look at the first three

par agraphs -- why don't you read the first three
paragraphs if you could of the cross-claimand |"|
have a coupl e of questions for you.

A kay.

Q Just for context, just so you're not out
of the blue, but look at the first page of this
docunent, please. And read the first three
par agraphs of your Answer, please. This is your

Answer to our Conpl aint.

A You want ne to read thenf

Q Just read it to yourself.

A Ckay.

Q Al right. Let me just ask you about
this first and then I'll junp to the cross-claim

So in paragraph 1, the | ast sentence says, "The

Ri ver Edge Church," which is the defendant agai nst

800-227-8440
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whom you' ve asserted this cross-claim "did not hold

title to the property in question and its claimto

the title is based on fraud.” Do you see what | just
read?

A Yes.

Q kay. And then you nmake the sane
allegation in paragraphs 2 and 3. Correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. So | just want to ask you to the

extent you know the factual basis for the statenent
that River Edge Church's claimto title is based on
fraud. Can you give ne sone details as to why
Ref ormed Church is alleging that?

MR. MANKOFF: | object to the form of
the question. The w tness can answer.

MR. DAVIS: So much for ny perfect
deposi tion.

MR. MANKOFF:. Nobody bats a thousand.

A The Ri ver Edge Church didn't own the
property.

Q Ckay. But do you have any nore details
as to -- they claimto, so do you have any nore

details as to why Refornmed Church thinks their claim
totitle is based on fraud?

A Do you own a hone?

800-227-8440
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Q Well, actually, we can have that
conversation after the deposition.

A "Il rmake the assunption that ny
attorney owns a hone.

Q kay.

A Can | claimownership of it?

Q kay. Well, can you relate that to the
situation at 340-360 Bogert Road?

A The Refornmed Church of Anmerica -- The

Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hill owned, operated, did
busi ness, signed | eases, was a part of the O assis
for over a hundred years, a portion of it at that
property, and owned that property with its Consistory
menbers as the Board of Trustees in the ownership of
that property, and then suddenly sone ot her church
that was previously some formor portion of a tenant
there clained to own it, filed for ownership of the
title, and said we owned it.

Q kay. Let ne just take that apart a
little bit. You' re saying that they were a tenant at
the property? Wo is "they" specifically?

A. The Hispanic -- no, the -- I'm
forgetting. It's the Haitian church that |
believe -- | don't know for sure who this Rafael

Marte is --

800-227-8440
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Q Ckay.

A -- but | believe he was the Pastor of
that Haitian church. That Haitian church was the
tenant of The Reforned Church of Cherry HIl, and
Soto in sonme way worked with themand then filed that
t hey owned t he pl ace.

Q What do you nean filed that they owned
the place, filed what and where?

A | don't know how you get a hold of the

title and say that you own the title.

Q Ckay.

A | assune there's sonme process within
New Jersey to say that you have the title. If I'm
free to lay out this for you, |I can tell you, a

Ref ormed Church has a Consistory, it's the Board of
Trustees. It's made up of a Mnister, an Elder -- a
Mnister or multiple Mnisters, Elders, and Deacons.
That Consistory is voted on by the congregation and
installed as the Board of Trustees. That Consistory
inrelation to the property of the church is anenabl e
to the Cassis. Any change of title holder, sale,
gifts, etcetera, nust be approved by the Cassis, in
this case, the Oassis of Geater Palisades. |If you
don't do that, you're violating the Board -- the Book
of Church Order, hence, fraud.

800-227-8440
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Q Ckay. So that's your factual basis for
the fraud allegation, that they did sonething agai nst
t he Book of Church Order?

A It's not nmy factual, it is the
factual --

Q Ckay.

A -- dynam c of what happened in this
case.

Q So let nme just parse that out a little

bit. So is the Consistory, is it fair to say that
the Consistory is the governing body of the
congregation, is that accurate?

A I nasmuch as the congregation has all the
busi ness of the church, the property, the worship,
the pastoral care, etcetera, etcetera, the Consistory

I's the Board of Trustees for the congregation.

Q Ckay. And it's nade up of the Mnister
or Mnisters, Elders, and Deacons.

A Yes.

Q Are they all ordained Mnisters or just

the M nisters?

A The M nister or Mnisters are ordai ned
into the Ofice of the Mnister of Wrd and
Sacranment, Elders are ordained into the Ofice of the

El der, and Deacons are ordained into the Ofice of

800-227-8440
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Deacon.

Q Ckay. Three different ordinations.

When you said the Consistory is anenable to the
Cl assis, what did you nean by anenabl e?

A The church is a nenber congregation of
the Classis. The Consistory designates one or nore
representatives that nust be fromthe Elders to be
representatives or delegates to the C assis of

Greater Pali sades.

Q Ckay. So they send -- the Consistory
sends del egates to the O assis.

A One or nore.

Q kay. And how often -- sends themto

what, what kind of -- a Synod?

A W would call it a stated session.
Q Ckay.
A Qur stated sessions are in February,

June, and Cctober.

Q That's ny next question. Thank you.

A Yeah. Three during the year. Elders
and M nisters serve on conmttees for the C assis,
and those comm ttees do the business of the O assis
I n between the stated sessions.

Q In your recollection then, who was the

| ast M nister of The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill
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and New Bridge that had a relationship with the
Classis of Geater Palisades?
A Ral ph Acer no.
Q Okay. And when did Pastor Acerno retire
or | eave the church, The Refornmed Church?
A I don't know the exact specific dates,
but it was in 2019.
Q Ckay.
A And |'m guessing, 'cause | don't know,
because it was in the beginning or early --
MR. MANKOFF: Don't guess as we
di scussed.
A kay.
MR. MANKOFF: |If you can nmeke a
reasonable estimate, that's fine.
A 2019, a reasonable estimte woul d be the

begi nni ng of the year.

Q kay. The beginning of that year 2019.
A Yes.
Q kay. And did M. -- did Pastor Acerno

and/ or the El ders and Deacons at the tine send their
del egates to the three neetings up until 20197

A They were responsible to. The church
had a tenuous relationship wwth the Cassis, so they

rarely showed up
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Q What do you nean by a tenuous
rel ati onship, can you el aborate on that?
A It was not friendly.
Q kay. Did Pastor Acerno change the nane

of the church to The Christian Community Church at

one tinme?
A Yes.
Q Did he need approval to do that --
A No.
Q -- fromthe dassis? No?
So even though it was called for however -- |et

me ask you this. Strike that.

How | ong was The Reformed Church of Cherry Hill
and New Bridge called The Reformed Church of Cherry
H 1l and New Bridge?

A | don't know.

Q Ckay. But a Pastor could have changed
the nanme of the church without having to defer to the
Classis and call it The Christian Conmmunity Church if
he wanted to.

A Yes.

Q But would it still in your mnd -- go
ahead, you want to el aborate?

A A Consi story can change the nane of the

chur ch.
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Q Ckay. It has to be a Consistory.

A Not just a Pastor.

Q | got you. Thank you.

| had anot her question, but | lost it.

So they did not need Classis approval to do
that. Correct? They could just do that.

A Yes.

Q And once that was done, would they stil
be under the supervision of the Cassis even though

t hey had changed the nanme of the church?

A Yes.

Q kay. |If you | ook at paragraph 4 of
this docunent. 1'mgoing to junp to the cross-claim
in a second, | just had a couple of questions about

your Answer first. Paragraph 4, the |ast sentence
says, "The claimby The River Edge Church that it
held title to the property was unknown to The
Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hi Il and New Bridge." Do
you see what |'ve just read?

A Yes.

Q kay. Can you tell ne, if you renmenber
i f you even know, when did Reformed Church find out
that RC was -- or R ver Edge Church, let ne just call
It River Edge Church, was making a claimto title to

t he property?

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440 973-410-4040




© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 37 of 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

Page 36

A | don't renmenber a specific tinme or
dat e.

Q Ckay. Do you renenber a rough tine or
date? Was it -- let ne ask you this. Do you know if
it was before 20227

A No.

Q You don't know or it wasn't?

A I don't know.

Q Ckay. Paragraph 7, 8, and 9, | just
wanted to ask you sonme -- not 7. You al ready

answered that. Reforned Church, and by Reforned
Church | nmean Refornmed Church of R ver Edge and New
Bridge -- of Cherry H Il and New Bridge -- these

New Jersey place nanes are fascinating, right, 'cause
|"msure that sonmething there used to be called
Cherry HIl, it had to be. The hill it's on probably
used to be called Cherry Hi Il |I'mguessing. Do you

know t hat ?

A This is all a guess.
Q You can guess here 'cause |'mj ust
i nt er est ed.
A It happened before | was alive.
Q Yeah.
A The church before it was called this, |

bel i eve, guess, was in New Bridge relatively close to

800-227-8440
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Hackensack.
Q Yeah.
A O in Hackensack. And then it bought

property in River Edge in what was called Cherry Hil
at the tine.
Q Yeah.
A And it becane The Refornmed Church of
New Bridge and Cherry Hi Il because it existed in
both. It then, once it got rid of all of its
New Bri dge/ Hackensack associ ati on, becane The
Ref ormed Church of Cherry HilIl in its operating nane,
though its legal identity remai ned The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill and New Bri dge.
Q kay.
A Simlar to like The Christian Comunity
Church. Right? That's how it operated, but its
| egal nanme was not changed, it was The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hi |l and New Bridge.
Q Under st ood. Thank you.
MR. MANKOFF:. By the way -- can we go
of f the record.
(Di scussion off the record.)
MR. DAVIS: kay. Can we go back on the
record.
Q Is The Reformed Church of Cherry Hil
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and New Bridge still maintaining the property at
340- 360 Bogert Road?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. | neant to ask you before, the
manse i s 340 or 3607

A | get them confused.

Q Yeah ne, too.

A It's one of the two.

Q Al right.

A | don't want to be wong --

Q Okay. That's fine.

A -- and then soneone say, |ook, he |ied.
So | get them confused.

Q But there's three buildings on the
property. Correct?

A There's three entities, the manse, the
offices where the tenant is, that's the school, and
t he sanctuary.

Q Itself.

A | believe the sanctuary and the offices
are connected, but those are the three distinct
bui | di ngs.

Q kay. And you did say that The Reforned
Church is still maintaining that property.

A Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q And is Reforned -- the tenant is
St eppi ng Stone Daycare Center. R ght?
A It's one of the tenants.
Q kay. How many tenants are there,

I ncl udi ng St epping Stone?

A That are currently --

Q Yes.

A -- legitimate?

Q That are paying rent.

A Paying rent is what | nean by
| egi ti mat e.

Q Yes.

A Two.

Q St eppi ng Stone and who el se?

A The Fort Lee Sevent h-Day Adventi st
Chur ch.

Q Ckay. |Is that a Korean church?

A Yes.

Q kay. And they're paying rents to whon?

A To The Reforned Church of Cherry Hill.
It may -- to make life a little bit easier for

everybody, they nmay be paying the rent to the dassis
right now, but that would be a guess. [It's either to
The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill or the C assis of

Greater Pali sades.
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Q And those rents are being paid under a
| ease -- under |eases?

A Yes.

Q And the | eases are -- who's the | essor
under those | eases?

A Do you nean who's the | andl ord?

Q Exactly.

A The Refornmed Church of Cherry HII.

Q kay. And when's the last tine The

Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hi Il or the Cassis as the
case may be received a rent check fromeither one of
t hose tenants?

A | don't know.

Q Are they getting rent -- are they
up to date, do you know that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So | guess the point of ny
guestion was, the rents aren't going to sonebody el se
who's not either the Cassis or The Reforned Church.

|s that correct?

A From t hose two paying --

Q Yes.

A -- tenants, that is correct.

Q Ckay. You seemto be inplying that

there's sonebody el se on the property that's an
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illegitimite tenant. AmI right?
A To ny know edge, yes.
Q kay. And who woul d that be?
A That's the tough part of to ny
know edge.
Q kay. Okay. Are they squatters, as far

as you know, as opposed to paying rent to sonebody?
MR. MANKOFF: I'Ill object to the form of
t he question, but you can answer it.

A We're not receiving rent from anyone
ot her than --

Q Those two.

A -- the Seventh-Day Adventist Church and
St eppi ng St ones.

Q Ckay. Do you think that sonebody el se
Is collecting rents froma, quote/unquot e,
illegitimte tenant?

A | don't know.

Q kay. The next page of the Answer, |
just wanted to know if you know anyt hi ng about these
three entities. Paragraph 13 nentions the CETI
Church, which is a church we naned in the Conpl aint
because we thought they were a tenant, CGE-T-1, all
caps, Church. Do you know who that is?

A I would only be guessing.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Well, then you don't have to, unless you
have sone information on which you' re basing your
guess.

A If they're at the church, they're not a

| egiti mate tenant, because they haven't been paying

us rent.

Q Wo is -- sane for paragraph 14, do you
know who or what M nisterio Mundial Church is?

A No.

Q kay. Do you know who or what First
Bapti st Haitian Church is?

A Yes.

Q Who are they?

A It's the Haitian church that | nentioned

that used to pay us rent but hasn't been living into

their lease for a long tine and doesn't pay rent, is

an illegitimate tenant.
Q Are they still there, to your know edge?
A | don't know.
Q Okay. When was the last tinme First

Bapti st Haitian Church paid you, and by you | nean
Ref ornmed Church or The Church of Cherry Hill and New
Bridge, a rent?

A | don't know.

Q kay. Is it allowable for the church

Veritext Lega Solutions
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that's in the building under the supervision of the

Classis to rent out its space to soneone el se?

A "Il be -- your question is vague.
Q I"'mgoing to -- | knewit was, so I'm
going to re-ask it. Is it allowable to the Cassis

for the church that's on the property and under the
authority of the Cassis to rent out the sanctuary to
ot her churches?

A ["l'l help you wth your question. The
Cl assis nust approve any | eases or any rel ationships
t hat invol ve the exchangi ng of noney, so they m ght
not call it a lease, but it's essentially a | ease,
for anything that would i npinge or potentially

restrict worship, education, or mnisterial housing.

Q They need approval .

A Correct.

Q Ckay. But it can be done with approval.
A It can be done with approval. That's

why | wanted to make it specific.
Q So the First Baptist Haitian Church
could very well have rented out the sanctuary for its

services as long as it had been approved.

A Yes.
Q Ckay. Do you know if it was approved?
A | do not.

800-227-8440
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Q Par agraph 21, we're still on the Answer,
"The Plaintiff is not entitled to judgnent agai nst
The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge
because the Court held that The Reformed Church of
Cherry Hill and New Bridge is the rightful hol der of
title of the property in question.”™ Do you see that
al | egati on?

A Yes.

Q Do you know what the factual basis is
for the statenent that the Court held that Refornmed
Church held title to the property?

MR. MANKOFF: (bjection as to form You

can answer it.

A | don't know what the judge wote or
said --

Q Ckay.

A -- for the factual basis.

Q Ckay.

A | know what | know as the factual basis,

but that m ght not be what the judge said.

Q And when you say you know what you know
as the factual basis, is that what you explained to
me earlier in this deposition?

A Correct.

Q kay. Do you know if The Reforned

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Church or the O assis or anybody associated therewith
filed a -- strike that.

Do you know what a lis pendens is?

A No.

Q kay. Do you know if The Reforned
Church or the O assis or anybody else in a position
to do so filed any or recorded any public
notification that there was soneone disputing title
to the property at 340-360 Bogert Road?

A No.

Q kay. Do you not know or do you know
that they didn't?

A | don't know.

Q kay. Did you, yourself, record any
such public notice?

A No.

MR. MANKOFF: Craig, not to derail your
train of thought, but whenever it would be a good
time to take a break.

MR. DAVIS. You just derailed ny train
of thought. A couple of mnutes, let nme just finish
this docunent. Is that all right?

MR. MANKOFF: Yeah, sure.

Q Par agraph 23, you say, "It is denied

that the nortgage |l oan in question was nmade to a

800-227-8440
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commerci al business entity."

" mguessing this is a legal point, but do you
have any factual basis in your own understandi ng as
to why the nortgage wasn't nade to a commerci a
busi ness entity, in other words, why The Ri ver Edge
Church isn't a commercial business entity?

A | don't.

Q Ckay. |'ll ask Howard.

Have you ever seen the nortgage in question
that we're forecl osing under?

A No.

MR DAVIS: Al right. W can take a
br eak.

MR. MANKOFF: G eat.

(A break was taken.)

(Exhibit RC-3, Letter dated 8/17/2020
attaching Verified Conplaint, was recei ved and mar ked
for identification.)

BY MR DAVI S.

Q Al right. W're back on the record,
Reverend. | just handed you Exhibit 3, which is a
Verified Conplaint in an action that The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge filed agai nst
Steven Soto in 2020. Do you see all that?

A Yes.

800-227-8440
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Q And were you involved at The Ref orned
Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge when it filed
this Conpl ai nt agai nst Steven Sot 0?

A Yes.
Q Do you recall what pronpted the filing
of this Conplaint? And I'Il be nore specific. Do

you recall what relief you were trying to get from
M. Soto? | nean, you can go ahead and read it and

find out, but | was just asking if you renenber the

case.
A | don't recall --
Q Ckay.
A -- the specifics.
Q If you ook at this -- you could read

the whole thing, but | don't think you would have to,
but if you |look at the relief requested, which is --

where did you guys put it? Oh, it's on page 9 under

par agraph 36. There's several points, i., j., k.,
l., m, n., o., and p., | don't know why they started
at i., oh, I know why, "Werefore, the plaintiff,"

which is you, and when | say you, understand you're
here on behal f of Reforned Church, that's why. So
when | say you, | nean The Reformed Church of Cherry
H 1l and New Bridge, you requested the Court issue an

order that, and there's one, two, three, four, five,

800-227-8440
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si X, seven, eight points listed there. | want you to
take a | ook at those eight points and then I|'|
have -- and then tell nme if any of those -- any of

those forns of relief that you are requesting have
anything to do with title to the property.
MR. MANKOFF: | will object to the form
of that question, but he can answer.
A Can you repeat your question?
Q Ckay. You've read those nine points?
s there any relief you' re asking from M. Soto that
has any rel ationship to who owns the property at
340- 360 Bogert Road?
MR. MANKOFF:. Continuing objection to
the formof the question. You can answer it.
Q In other words -- | can rephrase the
guestion. Are you asking for any judgnent fromthe

Court that The River Edge -- that The Refornmed Church

owns the property and not Steven Soto or River Edge
Chur ch?
MR. MANKOFF:. Continuing objection to

form You can answer it.

A There's nothing listed in these eight
fornms that says specifically --

Q Ckay.

A -- that the church property and all of

Veritext Lega Solutions
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its finances, etcetera, belong to The Reforned Church
of Cherry H Il and not Steven Soto.

Q kay. If you flip back to the first
page of the Conplaint, you'll see at the bottom of
that first paragraph, you say that, "Having no
ownershi p i nterest whatsoever, M. Soto has gone so

far as to attenpt to sell the real estate on which

the Church is located.”" Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. So this is 2020. And if you | ook

at the very tippy-top of this docunent, there's a
stanp on it. That's the tinestanp. There's two.
But the first one is when it was filed with the

court. So we're tal king August 14th, 2020. Do you

see that?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. So what in August 14th, 2020, |ed

The Refornmed Church to believe that M. Soto was
trying to sell the property at which the church was
| ocat ed?

A In or around this tinme, neaning before
it, the Pastor of one of the tenants, one of our
Korean church tenants, reported to us that Soto had
asked himif they were interested in buying the

church and the parsonage, nmanse, M nisters housi ng.

800-227-8440
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Q And that was before August 14th, 2020.
Correct?

A Yes.

Q Do you know a little nore precisely
when - -

A No.

Q -- that happened?

Did that or anything related to that
conversation with the Korean tenant pronpt Reforned
Church to ook at the title records for this property
to see if anything had been recorded regarding title
to the property?

A No.

Q And agai n, Reformed Church didn't record
any notices to the public that there m ght be a
di spute over ownership of this property at the tine.
Correct?

A No.

Q Did Reformed Church consider either
anending this Conplaint or filing a different
Conpl ai nt that would establish who had title to the
property in August 2020 or thereabouts?

A | don't renenber.

Q Ckay. We'll put this aside for a

second. Maybe for nore than a second, but.

800-227-8440
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MR DAVIS: |I'mgoing to put this in as
Exhi bit 4.

(Exhi bit RC-4, [Proposed] Verified
Conpl aint for Declaratory and O her Injunctive
Relief, was received and nmarked for identification.)

Q Reverend Haveman, |'ve put in as Exhibit
4 a docunent that's got that stanp we tal ked about at
the very top. It was filed in the case we were just
tal ki ng about, and you can see that by, if you | ook
in the mddle of the docunent, you see Docket Nunber
BER- C-153-20. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q That's the case we were just talking
about with the Verified Conplaint, so it's the sane
case. And at the top you see a stanp March 23rd,
2021. Do you see that? The very top, it's an

el ectronic stanp along the top. Is it cut off?
A No.
Q Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q kay. So that tells you that this

docunent was filed in the matter we were just talking
about on March 23rd, 2021. And this is a Proposed
Conpl aint for Declaratory and O her Relief filed by
now The Ri ver Edge Church, a New Jersey nonprofit

800-227-8440
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corporation. Do you see that in the caption to the
left?

A Yes.

Q Do you know who or what The River Edge
Church, a New Jersey nonprofit corporation, is?

A | don't know who that entity is, |ike
who mekes it up, who's their board, who's a part of
this church. | knowit's an entity that clains to

own the place.

Q Ckay. Do you understand it to be a
church that has mnistry in the place?

A | don't know what they're doing.

Q kay. So this is -- it's not the actua

filed Conplaint. What they did is they filed a
notion to intervene in this action because they
clainmed to have interest in what was going on in this
action you filed agai nst Soto, and they proposed
filing this Conplaint to the court, which they filed
on March 23rd, 2021, as we see.

So if you turn to page 8, you'll see Count 1,
i n which River Edge Church wants to file a Conpl aint,
which is this one, for Declaratory Judgnment
respecti ng Omership of the Church's Property and
Assets. Do you see that headi ng?

A Yes.

800-227-8440
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Q And if you | ook at paragraph 59, it
says, "The deed to the Church's property | ocated at
340- 360 Bogert Road, River Edge, New Jersey 07661 is
now and has al ways been recorded in the nane of the
Church/ Consistory." Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And then skip a paragraph to 61. It
says, "Accordingly, lawful title to the Church's

property is vested in the Church/Consistory and not

the dassis.” Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. So in March 2021, or thereabouts,

when The Ri ver Edge Church tried to intervene in this
case and filed this Conplaint, did The Reforned
Church file any public notice that there m ght be a
di spute over title to the property?

A No.

Q Did The Refornmed Church | ook at the
public property records to see if anything had

happened with regards to the deed to this property?

A No.

Q Ckay. That's all | have for that one
ri ght now.

A Am | allowed to ask you a question?

Q Well, you can ask for clarification to

800-227-8440
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my question. And we can go off the record if you
want to have a conversation about sonething. But if
you want to clarify any of your answers, go right
ahead. O you can ask Howard a questi on.

A | want to be specific so that |
understand what this filing is.

Q Yeah, | could explain that to you

A The River Edge Church, a New Jersey
nonprofit, is claimng to be separate than The
Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hi Il and New Bridge?

Q Well, yeah, they're a party.
A They're a separate entity.
Q In this lawsuit -- and I'Il explain this

docunent to you so you can have a full understanding
of what nmy question is. This docunent represents a
pl eading or part of a pleading that was filed by The
Ri ver Edge Church, a New Jersey nonprofit

corporation, who have their own | awer, correct,

yeah.

A And it's a separate nonprofit.

Q Wll, I -- all | can tell youis, in
regards to your question, this is -- they're a party

wth a lawer who filed this docunent, yeah. Does
t hat change any of your answers?
A No.

800-227-8440
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(Exhibit RCG5, Verified Conplaint for
Decl aratory and Other Relief, was received and marked

for identification.)

Q Reverend Haveman, Exhibit 5 is actually
t he same docunent | just showed you, the difference
being -- there's two differences. The first

difference is it's a different law office that filed
It on behalf of the R ver Edge Church, and the second
difference is that this is actually the Conpl ai nt
that got filed against The Reforned Church of Cherry
HiIl and New Bridge. And I'mgoing to point you to
page 10. The page nunbers got cut off. Paragraph
57. It's the sane heading. |If you |look at the
bol df ace headi ng, paragraphs 58 and 60 are the sane
par agraphs we saw in the previous docunent, if you
want to just confirmthat for yourself. So disputing
ownership of the property essentially and seeking a
declaratory judgnent fromthe Court that R ver Edge
Church owned the property and not Reforned Church.

So this was filed, if you | ook at the stanp at
the top of the page, in August -- |I'msorry,
Sept enber of 2021, and | have the sane questions for
you about this docunent. |n or around Septenber 2021
I n connection with this filing in the case agai nst

Steven Soto, did Reformed Church file any public
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notices that there was a potential dispute over title
to the property?

A No.

Q And did Refornmed Church do any sort of
title searches to find out what the title history of
this property was or at least the recent title
hi story?

A No.

MR. DAVIS: kay. Exhibit 6, please.
(Exhibit RC-6, Notice of Mdtion to
Enforce Litigants Rights - Requested to be Heard on
Short Notice, was received and marked for
i dentification.)

Q Reverend Haveman, |'ve entered as
Exhibit 6 this document, Notice of Mdtion to Enforce
Litigants Rights. Do you see that heading or that
title?

A Yes.

Q And if you |l ook at the top, this was
filed in the same matter, BER-C-153-20, on Septenber
9th, 2022. Do you see that at the top?

A Yes.

Q kay. |If you look at the third page of
this docunent, actually the fourth page, but the

third page is the Order that the filer is proposing
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that the Court enter. And then if you | ook at
paragraph 2 of that Order on the | ast page of the
docunent, it says -- now, this is R ver Edge Church
asking the Court to enter an order saying, paragraph
2, "The Refornmed Church in America holds fee sinple
title to the real estate |ocated at 340-360 Bogert
Road, River Edge, New Jersey." Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So do you understand this
docunent as River Edge Church seeking an Order for a
judgnent fromthe Court that it owns the property?

MR. MANKOFF. (bjection to form Craig,

| think you just got that reversed.

MR. DAVIS: | probably did. Let ne just
ask the whol e question over again.
Q Do you understand this docunent as
Refornmed -- River Edge Church seeking -- |I'msorry,

Ref ormed Church, that's you, seeking a judgnment from
the Court that it owns the property and not River
Edge Church?

A Yes.
Q kay. And this was filed in
Septenber -- the 9th of Septenber 2022. Correct?
A Yes.
Q kay. And so | have the sane questions

800-227-8440
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for you. At or around the tine that this was filed
when you were seeking a judgnent fromthe Court that
Ref ormed Church and not R ver Edge Church owned the
property, did Refornmed Church file or record any

public notice regarding a dispute over title to the

property?
A No.
Q Did Refornmed Church do any title

searches to see if there were any updates to the | and
records regarding this property?

A No.

Q kay. Do you -- let nme just ask you,
general | y speaki ng, Reverend Haveman, do you have a
sense of the history of the title to this property?
What |'mgetting at is, do you know -- |et ne just
ask a specific question. Strike that.

Do you know when the title to the property was
first transferred to The Reforned Church of Cherry
Hi Il and New Bridge?

A No.

Q Ckay. So you don't have a general sense
of the title history of this property. |Is that fair
to say?

A Is it fair to say that | don't know the

general history? Yes.

800-227-8440
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Q Ckay. When a church property is deeded
to sonebody, to a church, do you know whose nane
appears on the deed?

MR. MANKOFF: 1'mgoing to object to the
formof the question. Are you talking about this
particul ar denom nation or in general -- or in
broader general terns?

MR. DAVIS: Wthin the Reverend's
denom nati on specifically.

A If done properly, it should have the
menbers of the Consistory, the Board of Trustees,
that the property is deeded to.

Q kay. And so that neans, as far as the

deed is concerned, title is held by the individuals

that you just nentioned. |s that correct?
A It's held by the Consistory.
Q By the Consistory. Let nme just put this

in just 'cause this mght help. This is all going to
be one exhibit, although there's several different
deeds here. I'mnot going to ask you about all these
deeds.
MR. DAVIS. Wat are we up to, 7?
THE COURT REPORTER  Yes.
Q I just have sone questions about what

you just said and this will help us focus on that.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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(Exhibit RC-7, Packet of deeds, was
recei ved and marked for identification.)

Q So this is a packet of deeds. This is
actually showing the history of the -- at least to
sonme extent for sonme period of tinme the history of
this property. And the first, the top deed is dated
Oct ober 20th, 1949. |It's very hard to read, but it's
really the first line in the docunent. Do you see
t hat ?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And it's from-- between Astor
Honmes, Inc., the Grantor, and as you were sayi ng,
"The M nister, Elders and Deacons of The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill, a corporation of the State of
New Jersey, located in Bergen County, New Jersey."
Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Okay. So the title is deeded into, as
you said, the Mnisters, or it looks like the Sis
crossed out, Elders and Deacons of The Reforned
Church. So to your point, who has title to the
property when you read that, that deed docunent?

A The Consi story.

Q Ckay. And are there any restrictions on

what the Consistory can do with the property?
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A They cannot sell or |ease anything that
Wi ll bring restrictions or inpingenent or -- of the

pl ace of worship, education, or mnisters housing

wi t hout the approval of d assis.

Q kay. And where is that restriction
spel l ed out?

A In the Book of Church Order.

Q Ckay. And the Book of Church Order is a

docunent of The Reformed Church of Anerica or of the
Cl assis or what |evel does that docunent govern?
A It governs The Reforned Church of

Arerica and all of its constituent parts.

Q kay. Was the -- and what did you cal
t hat docunent agai n?

A The Book of Church Order.

Q Book of Church Order. So the Book of

Church Order sets the restrictions on the sale of
church property, to the extent there are restrictions
on the sale of church property.

A Yes.

Q kay. And has the Book of Church O der
ever been recorded in the public land records in
Bergen County or any other county?

A | don't know.

Q Ckay. Are there any deed restrictions,
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and you can | ook through these deeds at your |eisure,
but is it your practice -- is it The Reforned

Church's practice to put deed restrictions in all of
Its deeds relating to church property that are based

on the restrictions in the Book of Church O der?

A Your question is too vague --

Q Ckay.

A -- so | can't give an answer.

Q Not to ne, but | can understand. Let ne

just try to ask it alittle differently.

What in this deed, if you look at this deed in
front of you, what in this deed would informthe
public that the Mnisters, Elders, and Deacons of The
Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hill do not have carte

bl anche to sell this property?

A That it nanes it as a Refornmed Church.
Q |"msorry, can you explain your answer?
A A Refornmed Church is governed by its

order. Therefore, its order defines what it can and
cannot do.

Q kay. And ny question was how does the
public, soneone who wants to buy this property, let's
say, for exanple, know that?

MR. MANKOFF: | object to the form of

the question. You can answer it.

800-227-8440
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A | don't know how t hey woul d know t hat.
Q kay. |Is there anything in this deed

that would alert themto that?
MR. MANKOFF: (bjection as to form of

the question. You can answer it.

A | cannot account for someone's
i gnor ance.

Q And can you explain what you nean by
t hat ?

A It says The Refornmed Church of

America -- The Refornmed Church of Cherry HIIl. |
cannot account for their ignorance as to the order
that restricts or makes free for that Consistory to
do what it wants to do with that property.

Q When you say their ignorance, who is the

"they" you're referring to?

A The potential purchaser.
Q The public. Ckay.
Do you recall, and | don't know if you do

‘cause this is quite a long tinme ago and it m ght be
before you got -- let me just ask this. [In 2009,
2010, what was your -- where were you?
MR. MANKOFF:  You nean geographical ly?
MR. DAVI S: Yes.
A I n New Jersey.
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Q Ckay. And what was your role within the
church at that tinme?

A I was the Pastor of Parkside Comunity
Chur ch.

Q kay. Were you still involved with the
Classis -- at the Classis |level?

A. As a Pastor, | was a M ni ster nenber of
the C assis.

Q A M nister nenber. Gay. D d you have
anything -- any -- as a Classis nenber, did you have

any involvenent with what was going on with The

Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge at that

time?
A | was not an officer --
Q Ckay.
A -- of the C assis.
Q So you weren't privy to the things that

the O assis would have been privy to for other

congregations. |Is that correct?
A | attended stated sessions.
Q Al right.
A Anything reported in a stated session

during that tinme | would have had know edge of.
Q Ckay. Then did you -- do you recall
that part of the property that we're tal king about
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was sold to the Gty of R ver Edge in around 2009,
2010 to put up a park?

A | don't know that.

Q You don't recall that at all?

Okay. Now, let's go back to what we were
tal ki ng about earlier. Let's assunme, and | think
it's correct, but let's just assune that it was under
Pastor Acerno's mnistry at the church and he sold
part of the church property to the town to put a park
in. Wuld the Cassis had to have approved that sale
of part of the property?

A If the sale of that property inpinged or
restricted worship, education, or Mnisters housing,
the Classis would have to approve it. If I'm
understanding this correctly, it did not involve the
sanctuary, the education or office building, or the
manse. Therefore, the Consistory, not Reverend
Acerno, the Consistory is capable of selling that
property w thout C assis approval.

Q Ckay. And when you say wi t hout
i mpinging on mnistry in general, let's say,
education, would you consider selling the sanctuary
as de facto inpinging?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. | just wanted to get clear on
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t hat .
A To be clear, that woul d inpinge on
wor shi p.
Q Got it. So can you give -- okay. To

put a finer point on this, it mght not have required
Cl assis approval to sell part of the property to the
city for a park if it didn't inpinge on any of these
factors you just tal ked about, in other words, the

Consi story coul d have just gone ahead and done it.

A | would not say it mght not. |In fact,
it is not --

Q So how - -

A -- restricted.

Q How woul d t he Consistory know that? |

mean, do they have to go to the C assis and sort of
get approval that approval is not required, or do
they just -- let ne just finish the question, or do
they just do it on their own based on their own
under st andi ng of what they're doing?

A | can't speak to their know edge or
under st andi ng.

Q Ckay. Well, | wasn't asking so nuch
what their know edge was. |s there a procedure that
the Consistory has to go through to determ ne whet her

or not it needs C assis approval ?
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A They coul d read the Book of Church
Or der.

Q Ckay. And interpret it thensel ves.
kay

A It requires very little interpretation.

Q Ckay.

A Because it says exactly what |'ve been
telling you.

Q Who woul d have recei ved the proceeds
fromthat sale that we're tal king about?

A The church.

Q The church at the location. Reverend --
Pastor Acerno's church, the Consistory -- that's run
by the Consistory.

A Yes.

Q kay. Wuuld the Cassis or -- would the

Classis be entitled to any of those funds, any
portion of those proceeds fromthe sale of the
property, assuming it was done in accordance with the
Book of Church Order?

A At that tinme?

Q Uh- hum

A No.

Q And you said at that tinme. Has that
changed?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A If the Cl assis supersedes the
Consi story, which it has, and takes over the
adm ni strative responsibility, the dassis would have
responsibility for any of the work of the church.

Q kay. In that scenario then, it would
be the Classis selling the property and not the
Consi story.

A Your question is too vague for ne to
gi ve an answer.

Q Ckay. 1'll just nove on.

Do you recall termnating M. Soto's -- strike
that. Let nme ask a question.

Was M. Soto ever enployed by The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill and New Bridge?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And he was paid a sal ary.

A | don't know.

Q Did you have any involvenent in hiring
M. Soto?

A No.

Q | mean -- by you, | nean you, Reverend
Haverman, as opposed to --

A. Oh, ne.

Q Ri ght.

A Personal | y.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Ri ght .
A No.
Q Ckay. Do church enpl oyees, including
M ni sters or Pastors, do they have enpl oynent
contracts?
A "Il make it clear. Your question is

sort of yes and no. Mnisters can serve under a cal

or a contract.

Q What's the difference?

A A call has no end date.

Q And no contract?

A And it lays out all the sane things that

a contract does, so what's the conpensation, what are
t he benefits, where does the Mnister live, what are
the responsibilities, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera.
A contract has an end date for a year. A call does
not .

Q Wuld it be fair to say that a call is a

nore i nformal arrangenent?

A No. It's nore fornmal.
Q Really. Not to a | awyer.
MR. MANKOFF: Well, if you saw -- if you

ever have occasion to review the governance docunents
for The Refornmed Church in Anerica, you wll see that

it is nore involved and nore conplicated than any
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contract a |l awer could draw up.
MR. DAVIS. Ckay.
MR. MANKOFF:. Fair assessnent?
THE WTNESS: | don't work as a | awer,
but yes, | think so.

Q Do you recall if M. Soto had a -- was
under a call situation or if he had a contract?

A He coul d not have a call.

Q And why is that?

A He's not a Mnister.

Q Okay. He's not a Mnister within The
Ref ormed Church of Anerica. |s that correct?

A Correct.

Q M ght he have been a Mnister in --
sonmehow el se?

A | don't know.

Q Ckay. Wien | asked you if he was an
enpl oyee of The Refornmed Church, you said he was. As
what, what was his job?

A | am guessi ng.

MR. MANKOFF: Do not guess.

A So | won't.

Q kay. So you weren't involved in either
his hiring or sort of as his supervisor for |lack of a
better word.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A | was not invol ved.

Q kay. And do you know what he did for
the church or what the church paid himfor?

A "' mnot going to guess.

Q Do you know who hired hinf

A The only body that could would be the
Consi story.

Q Ckay. So he was paid by Reforned Church
of River Edge -- Cherry H Il and New Bridge. | keep

doing that. He was paid by The Refornmed Church of
Cherry Hi Il and New Bridge, not by anything above
that. |Is that correct?

A He was not paid by the Cassis or any
br oader assenbly.

Q Do you have any direct know edge of
Soto's termnation in June 20207

MR. MANKOFF: (bjection as to form You
can answer it.

A When a Consistory is superseded, any
calls, contracts, etcetera, are automatically
termnated. It's the | anguage of the BCO

Q Any contracts it has with any enpl oyees,
i ncluding Mnisters, Pastors?

A Yes.

Q Are Deacons and El ders al so consi dered
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enpl oyees?
A No.
Q Ckay. So M. Soto's termnation was in

connection with the supersession of the Consistory by

the Cassis. |Is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And were you involved in that procedure,

that specific procedure involving this church?

A I was the Clerk of the O assis and kept
m nutes of the stated session where the Consistory
was super seded.

Q Can you just give nme the background of,
you know, what led to the supersession -- can | use
t hat wor d?

A Yeah.

Q What led to the supersession and, you
know, why it happened.

A A Classis is responsible to give a
notification of show cause as to why a Consistory
shoul d not be superseded. Once that is put forward
on the agenda for the stated session, sent out to the
entire Cassis, the show cause will happen. You then
go through that process, and the Classis votes to
supersede or to not supersede. The Book of Church

Order lists the reasons why a C assis could show
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cause. | don't renenber specifically those reasons,
but that is what the Cassis would vote on and that
Is what the Consistory would argue that there's no
reason to supersede.

Q And when you say an order to show cause,
is that in a civil court or is that within an

i nternal parochial court for lack of a better ternf

A It's not civil.

Q kay.

A It's religious.

Q And what were the specific circunstances

here in the Soto case that pronpted the Cassis to
super sede the Consi story?
A | don't renenber which of the reasons

anong the list --

Q Ckay. That's what you neant by that.

A -- that were given in the notification.

Q Do you recall if it had anything to do
wi th m sappropriation of church funds or property?

A | don't recall.

Q Ckay.

A. That is a reason, but | don't renmenber

If that was listed. Let ne be clear, the potenti al
reason on that |ist.

Q Right. | understand.
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A I'"mnot saying that it was a reason.
It's a potential anong the...

Q Al right. That was a fair
clarification.

Has the nane River Edge Church been used for
that location historically, in other words, before
all this developed with the Soto situation, is that
an old nane for that |ocation?

A No.

Q No. Did the River Edge Church that's
| ocated there or that was | ocated there recently pay
any assessnments to the Cassis or to a higher church

aut hority?

A The Reforned Church of Cherry Hi Il did.

Q Ckay. Do you recall when those stopped,
when t hat stopped happeni ng?

A No.

Q Does it go the other way, does the

Classis or a higher entity in the hierarchy ever
i nfuse funds into a | ower-1|evel church, a
congregation or a Consistory?

A Yeah.

Q kay. |Is that on request, is that as
needed, do you do reviews every year and see who

needs the noney and give it to them how does that
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wor k?

A We offer grants for any nunber of
mnistry needs or church adm ni stration, business.
We offer loans. And on occasion, we offer relief to
all the congregations for a specific issue --

Q Ckay.

A -- or challenge that that -- though our
congregati ons may have.

Q Do you recall if any of that -- any of
t hose things you just nentioned were ever provided to
The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hi Il and New Bridge
under Pastor Acerno's watch?

A Yes.

Q kay. And none of those funds were
provided to the entity that is purportedly governed
by Steven Soto. |Is that correct? |In other words,

Steven Soto's church, did he ever get funds fromthe

Cl assi s?
A He did not get any funds.
Q Did he ever ask for thenf
A Yes.
Q kay. In what formdid he ask?
A At the beginning of the pandem c, the

Classis offered a wide range of grants to

congregations that applied for them and showed their
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need. Steven Soto as a part of The Reforned Church

of Cherry HilIl applied for a grant and was deni ed.
Q When you say as a part of The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill, do you know what capacity was

he in to apply for a grant fromthe C assis?

A Sonmewhere after Ral ph Acerno retired,
Steven Soto and N ck Val vano were named El der
del egates to the C assis on behalf of the Consistory

of The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill.

Q By whonf

A By the Consistory of The Reforned Church
of Cherry Hll.

Q kay.

A. And as filling that role as a del egate,

he applied on behalf and in conjunction with the
Consi story of The Reformed Church of Cherry Hi Il for
grant relief related to the pandem c.

Q Okay. So when he did that, it was on
behal f of The Reformed Church of Cherry Hill and New

Bri dge.

A Correct.

Q And do you know why the request was
deni ed?

A He didn't supply all the information

that we asked for in the application process.
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Q So -- okay. It was a procedural defect
in the application essentially.

A Yeah. He refused to.

Q Ref used to. Can you el aborate on that?

A We asked for financial information --

Q Ckay.

A -- of the church. He would not -- he
woul d not supply it.

Q When was that? COVID you said, so.

A Sonmewher e near the begi nning of COVID.

Q The begi nning, |ike spring of 2020,
sumer 2020 maybe?

A Yeah, we'll say between February --
we'l |l say between March and May.

Q March 16th was the shutdown. It was the
day before ny son's 17th birthday. Anyway.

Ckay. So did that give you any sense of --
that M. Soto was doing anything wong at that tine?
In other words, |let ne rephrase the question. The
fact that M. Soto refused to provide the information
that you were requesting, did that give rise to any
suspi cions on the part of Reformed Church?

MR. MANKOFF: (bjection as to form
Q About M. Soto's --
MR. MANKOFF:  You can answer.
Veritext Lega Solutions
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MR DAVIS. |'msorry.
Q About M. Soto's work for the church.
A It becane part of our investigation and

work into why the Consistory shoul d be superseded.

Q kay. And that happened in June.
Correct?

A Yes.

Q And then you filed your Conpl ai nt

against M. Soto in the Chancery Court in August.
Right? That's what the docunent sai d.

A Yeah, it was dated August, so | think
yes.

Q So was this all part of the sane
process? And by that | nean, did M. Soto's
application for the grant and his refusal to provide
certain information and then pronpting your
I nvestigation and then the supersession of the
Consistory and the termnation of M. Soto and then
the lawsuit in August 2020, was that basically al
one process?

MR. MANKOFF: (bjection as to form You

can answer it.

A The first part of the process was all
religious.
Q And what was that?

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 80 of 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

Page 79

A Meaning it wasn't civil.

Q Ckay.

A It was our process, internal process.
Through that it then becane civil, and hence the
filing in the courts.

Q Ckay. | want to make ny question clear

WAs there a specific piece of information that you
found out or a specific action by Soto that pronpted

the internal investigation, the internal procedure?

A | don't -- | don't recall --

Q Ckay.

A -- a specific one.

Q Can you generally recall what gave rise

to doing the investigation at all?

A | can't renenber a specific like
ti ppi ng- poi nt nonent that gave rise.

Q Ckay. Fair enough. |If you don't
remenber, that's your answer.

So in the Conplaint, the Verified Conplaint we
| ooked at earlier, it says that The Refornmed Church
took the necessary steps to bring the property under
The Refornmed Church's direct adm nistration. Does
that sound like a famliar thing to you, is that what
happens when you supersede a Consistory?

A. Yes.
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Q Ckay. \What does that | ook |ike?
Descri be those efforts, and what exactly does it nean
to take over the direct admnistration of the

Consi story, what does the C assis do?

A Do you want ne to repeat what | just
sai d?

Q That was it --

A That's it.

Q -- that process, that investigative
process?

Ckay. But what about taking over control of
the property, do you kind of nove in with your own
property manager, how does that work?

A Once the O assis has voted to supersede
the Consistory, the new Consistory becones the
Executive Commttee of the Cassis, and it appoints
an Adm nistrative Commttee to then adm nister the
property and take over all of the responsibilities of

t he church.

Q And that was done here in this case.
A Yes.
Q And so did the Cassis put a new

M nister in place?
A In this case?
Q Uh- hum
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A No.

Q kay. Is that a normal thing that is
done when a Consistory is superseded?

A There is no nornal .

Q So et nme ask you, why wasn't it done
here if -- why wouldn't a Pastor be put in place?
Can | ask you a different question?

A Sur e.

Q And then maybe it will help. How big
was this congregation at this tine.

A Very smal | .

Q Yeah.

A | don't know.

Q kay.

A But very snall.

Q Ckay. Does that question kind of

enlighten ny other question as to why you woul dn't
put a Pastor in place?

A Yes and no.

Q Okay. Was the assunption that Steven
Sot o was gone?

A No.

Q No. So what was Reforned Church's
understandi ng after this Consistory was superseded

and Steven Soto was term nated, what happened to
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Steven Soto? What happened to Steven Soto in August
of 20207

A He was in the parsonage and refused to
| eave.

Q Ckay. And that's why you brought the
suit in August.

kay. Do you know when eventually, if ever, he

| eft ?

A We don't know specifically --

Q Ckay.

A -- when he left.

Q M ght he still be there as far as you
know?

A It's ny understanding that he's not
t here.

Q Ckay. And what's your understandi ng
based on?

A When our property nanager has gone to

address issues or problens, soneone other than Steven

Sot o answers the door.

Q Do you know who answers the door?

A Il -- 1 don't.

Q Do you know if it's a man or a wonman?
A It's a woman.

Q Are you tal king about M. Everetts, is
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he your property nanager?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. W net.
Was Refornmed Church aware that Steven Soto had

had an apprai sal of the property done?

A | can't recall --

Q Ckay.

A -- whether we were aware or not.

Q It's in the Conplaint that he did try --
he did do an appraisal. M question was when did

Ref ormed Church becone aware of that. And it sounds

i ke you woul dn't renenber.

A | don't want to give --
Q kay.
A. -- dates that |' munsure of.

(Exhibit RC-8, Cover |etter dated
1/6/ 2022 with attachnents, was received and marked
for identification.)

Q This | just entered as Exhibit 8  The
first page is a cover letter fromSurety Title -- |
never know how to pronounce that word, Surety Title
Conpany to the River Edge Church, Attention: Steve
Soto. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q It's dated January 6, 2022. Re: 340-360
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Bogert Road. This is just a cover letter where
sonmeone nanmed Mari beth Dougherty says, "Dear Steve:
| found this on ny desk fromlast year."

Do you know who Mari beth Dougherty is, by the

way ?

A No.

Q kay. Do you know who Surety Title
Conpany is?

A No.

Q Al right. But that's just the cover

letter. And then the next page is an invoice. And
then the third page is a cover sheet for a deed. Do
you see that? It says at the top it's the Bergen
County C erk, Docunent: Deed and Realty Tax Fees.
Keep going. It looks like this. Oh, you passed it.
Third page. You're there. GCkay. So this is a cover

page for a deed, and if you're not |ooking at these

docunents -- have you ever seen sonething like this
bef ore?

A No.

Q kay. This is what's recorded in the

| and records of the county, recording any
transacti ons or any encunbrances having to do with a
pi ece of property. And if you | ook at the cover

page, in the mddle it says Primary Nane, Reforned
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Church of Cherry Hll, Secondary Nane Ri ver Edge
Church. So this is a transaction purportedly between
those two parties. And then below that in the box on
the right, it says the Recorded Date 12/18/2020. Do
you see that?

A Yes.

Q That's the date that this was recorded
in the public land records. This is just a cover
sheet. The next page is actually the deed itself.
And this is a Warranty Deed. And if you want to just
read it, it's very short, just so you get a sense of
what it is. Wy don't you take -- why don't you go
ahead and take your tine and | ook at it. Those are
all -- you can go ahead and read themif you want,
but I'mgoing to ask you about the actual page that

says Warranty Deed on it.

A I wish | would have known about this.
Q Well, that was going to be nmy question.
So when you're confortable, | wll ask it. Have you

ever seen this docunent before?

A No.
Q kay. Well, this was produced by your
attorney to us inthis litigation -- actually, in a

prior iteration of this litigation.

VR DAVI S: Howard, it was in the second
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matter before Judge Jerejian that this was fil ed.

Q This was produced to us in discovery, so
| guess ny question was, where did Reforned Church
get it?

A | don't know.

Q kay. | thought that woul d be your
answer. So you're seeing this for the first tine
t oday, Reverend Haveman. |s that correct? As far as
you renenber.

A Yeah, | --

Q kay. | just want to point out a couple
of things to you. Although it was recorded on
Decenber 18th, 2020, as you saw on the cover page,
the date on the first paragraph is March 2020, 12th
day of March 2020, and it's notarized on Septenber
24t h, 2020, if you look at the notary page. Speaking
of the notary page, you don't know who T' Angel o J.
Magee is, do you?

A No.

Q kay. |If you look at the signature
page, it says The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hi Il per,
and then it |ooks |like the signature El der/Pastor
Steven Soto. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q kay. Wuuld an Elder or Pastor of The

800-227-8440
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Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hi Il have authorization to
execute this deed?
A No.
Q And why not ?
A It -- well, | can give you sone reasons.
First of all, a deed is not held by an individual for

a nonprofit, it's held by the Board of Trustees,
hence the Consistory. You would not execute a deed
for a nonprofit to an individual even if it says per
St even Soto, because you want the entire Board
signing for this information. R ght? That's the
first thing. You can't have an individual do this
work. It has to be the Board of Trustees itself, the
Consi story.

Second, this was never approved by dassis, so
the whole thing is fraudul ent.

Q Ckay.

A Third, and nost inportantly.

Q Go ahead.

A On Septenber 24th of 2020, he was not a
menber of the Consistory of The Reformed Church of

Cherry Hill. They'd been superseded in June of 2020.
Q Ckay.
A The Adm nistrative Conmmttee, whose

President was ne, which | did not approve of this
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nonsense, and the Executive Commttee of the C assis
after we superseded them This is illegal. It's a
m srepresentation of who he is and who the church is.
This whole thing is evidence of fraud.

Q kay. Thank you, but that didn't answer
ny question, but | understand you're getting worked
up over that. And just so you know, |'m not here on
behal f of Steven Soto.

Ckay. So | guess just to hone in on ny
gquesti on.

A You asked ne -- apol ogi ze for

I nterrupting.

Q No, you can el aborate.
A. You asked ne about the process or how
this woul d happen. | gave you the answer, which is a

deed or a title for a church would not be entered
into by an individual. It would be entered into by

the Board of Trustees of that nonprofit --

Q Right. And that was ny questi on.
A -- of the church. That's the answer.
Q And then let nme follow up. You said

that on -- which is well taken, on Septenber 24th,
2020, this Consistory had been superseded and Steven
Soto had been termnated. Correct? So did you file

in the public |and records -- strike that.
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I s there any docunentation evidencing the
supersession of the Consistory? |In other words, is
that reflected in a docunent?

A The m nutes of the stated session of
June of that year.

Q Is there anything |ike a resolution that

comes out of it or is it just the m nutes?

A There's a recommendation --

Q kay.

A -- by the Supervision of Churches
Commi t t ee.

Q Which is the m nutes.

A The show cause hearing is -- takes place

before the Classis, and then it votes on the

reconmendat i on.

Q kay. So everything is in the m nutes.
A Yes.
Q Were the m nutes superseding the

Consi story recorded in the public |and records?
A No.
Q Ckay.
MR. DAVIS: Can we take a short break?
VMR, MANKOFF:  Sure.
(A break was taken.)
(Exhibit RCG9, Order dated 5/31/2022,
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was received and narked for identification.)
(Exhibit RC 10, Order dated 10/7/2020,
was received and marked for identification.)

Q Reverend, you were just handed two
exhibits, 9 and 10. 9 is an Order in the case we've
been tal ki ng about agai nst Steven Soto in which
Reforned -- River Edge Church joined -- intervened,
shoul d say, filed on May 31st, 2022, there's a file
stanp on the right. And then the other one is an
Order, if you look in the body of the Order it was
filed on the 7th day of Cctober 2020. |Is that what
you have in front of you?

A Yes.

Q kay. | want to tal k about Exhibit 10
first actually real quick. So this is an Order that
arose out of the sane litigation we've been talking
about agai nst Steven Soto. This was before River
Edge Church intervened in the action. And it's
granting various relief. And | just want to talk
about the first point. You're free to read the whole
order if you want for context. But on Qctober 7th,

2020, the Court orders, nunber 1, "The defendant,"

who is Steven Soto, "shall not sell, nor attenpt to
sell, the real estate on which the Church or its
par sonage are located.” R ght? Do you see that?
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A Yes.
Q That's an Order. That's not a proposed
order, the Court ordered that. So do you recal

requesting that relief fromthe Court in this

litigation?
A | don't renenber.
Q Ckay. Well, the Order ensued and you

got the relief. And ny question is, did River
Edge -- did Refornmed Church record this Order in any
of the public land records?

A No.

Q Okay. That's all | have for that.

And then Exhibit 9 is an Order from May 31st,
2022. And this O der ended the case, as we found
out, ny client, when we tried to intervene in this
case after May 31st, 2022, at which tine we were told
t he case was over because of this Order.

So on May 31st, 2022, the Court enters its
final Order. And just look at the relief. You can
read the whole thing, but the first paragraph is just
the parties and whatnot. The second page is the
actual Order.

A Ckay.

Q So in May 2022, this Order is entered,

and the upshot of the relief is, paragraph 1,

Veritext Lega Solutions
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plaintiff's notion, plaintiff being you, is granted

in -- as to Count 1, "Defendant Steven Soto shal

vacate the parsonage as of 90 days of the date of

this Order.” Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q And then you told ne that's what you

want ed, that was sort of your end gane, those are ny
words, with this, and you also told ne that -- strike
t hat .

Do you know if Steven Soto vacated the manse in
response to this Order, and if so, when, keeping in

m nd t he date.

A | don't know --

Q kay.

A -- if he honored the judge's ruling.
Q And is it correct to say based on your

prior testinony that you don't know exactly when he
| eft the manse?

A That is correct, | don't know when he
| eft the manse.

Q So t hroughout the course of this
litigation, which presunably ended with this O der,
just to reiterate, did Refornmed Church at any tine
record anything in the public records indicating that

there was any dispute about title to the property or
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about anybody's right to sell the property?
A No.
Q Ckay. And at any tine during this

litigation, which comenced with the August 2020
Conpl ai nt and ended with the May 31st, 2022, Order,
at any tine during that period, did The Reforned
Church do a title search for this property?

A Not that | renenber

Q kay. |Is there any other relief in this

Order that you see regardi ng ownership of the

property?
A ' mnot sure what that neans.
Q Ckay. We saw in paragraph 1 that the

relief granted was that defendant Steven Soto shal
vacate the parsonage. Correct?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Strike the gquestion, because
you' d have to know what counts 1, 2 -- 2, 3, and 4
were. So I'mnot going to make you go through that.
So never m nd.
Did The Reforned Church record this Oder in
the public I and records?
A No.
MR DAVIS: This wll be 11.
(Exhibit RC-11, Plaintiff, The Reforned
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Church of Cherry HlIl and New Bridge's, Responses to
Intervener-Plaintiff's Interrogatories, was received
and marked for identification.)

Q Okay. Reverend Haveman, this is
Ref ormed Church's responses to interrogatories we
served in the prior case. Let nme give you sone

context here. Do you know what an interrogatory is?

A | don't want to guess. 1'll say no.
Q kay. It's a question that a | awer
asks in a lawsuit of another party. |It's basically a

guestion. And this is a series of questions that ny
client served on you in the case with the docket
nunber BER-C-27-23. That's the second case involving
Ref ornmed Church and Ri ver Edge Church that was filed

with Judge Jerejian. Do you recall that happeni ng?

A I think so.
Q Ckay. We'll get to that in a second,
but | just want to tal k about the interrogatories

right now But your lawer and | agree that these
i nterrogatories hold good for this case since it's
the same exact issues. So | just wanted to ask you a
coupl e of questions about the interrogatories.

First, if you go to the very |ast page, there's
a Verification page which basically attests that to

the best of the person's know edge, these answers are
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true. And is that your signature there?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Do you renenber signing this
docunent ?
A Yes.
Q Do you renenber having any input into

the answers that are reflected in this docunment?

A | reviewed them

Q Ckay. Did you provide any of the
I nformation that went into these answers?

A | don't renenber.

Q You don't renenber?

Look at nunmber 1. That may refresh your
menory. The question is, Please identify all persons
who answer ed, assisted, or contributed information to
the answering of these interrogatories, and it says
you. So does that refresh your nenory that you
provided the information in these answers?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Nunber 2 asks all persons who are
likely to have knowl edge or information pertaining to
any of the issues in this case. And Reforned Church
|ists one, two, three, four, five, sSiX, seven, seven
peopl e, and then there's a catchall at the end.

W know who Steven Soto is. | don't think
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we' ve di scussed Pastor G eg Dunlop. Could you tell
me who he is and why he's identified here as a person
wi th know edge?

A Geg is a colleague. He's a Mnister
menber of the Cassis of Greater Palisades. Wen
Ral ph Acerno retired, he was naned the Supervisor for
The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill.

Q What is a Supervisor?

A A Consi story cannot exist wthout a
M ni ster, Elders, and Deacons. You need a Mnister.
A Supervisor fulfills that function --

Q Ckay.

A -- on behalf of the Cassis and for the
congregati on.

Q And that was after Reverend -- Pastor

Acerno left.

A It was after his retirenent.

Q kay. And how | ong was Pastor Dunl op
t her e?

A As the Supervisor?

Q Uh- hum

A Until the church was superseded.

Q Ckay. So between Acerno's retirenent
and the supersession, Pastor Dunlop was essentially

the Mnister that The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hill
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had.
A He was the Supervisor.
Q Ckay. Acting as a Mnister.
A Acting as the President of the
Consi story.
Q kay. Did he have mnisterial duties as

far as Word and Sacranmnent or was he an adm ni strator?

A He was the President of the Consistory.
Q kay. That clarifies that. So who did
he supervise -- or let nme re-ask that. Wo or what

did he supervise at the tinme?

A Hs primary role is to function as the
Presi dent of the Consistory to nake sure that
everything that the Consistory and the congregation
does is in good order.

Q Do you know if Steven Soto was one of
t he people he was supervising in that capacity?

A It's my understanding that Steven Soto
was an el der on the Consistory at that tine.

Q So woul d they have been sort of peers in

any sense? Co-Consistory nenbers?

A They woul d have been part of the
Consi story.

Q Ckay.

A Peers is a word we wouldn't use.
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Q Ckay. Bad word.

Mar sha Tul | och, do you know who she is?

A Marsha -- yes.

Q Can you tell nme who and why she's |isted
here as soneone with know edge?

A She was a nenber of the congregation.

Q kay. And what woul d she know about
these issues that we're litigating here?

A Her -- in regards to these issues, she

hel ped with the finances of the church and the
original Consistory -- sorry, strike that. Let ne
rephrase what that -- the original Admnistrative
Commttee that the O assis set up, Marsha was on

t hat .

Ckay. Was she paid for that job?

No, she was not.

Vol unt eer ?

Yeabh. Don't | w sh.

O > O > O

Di d she uncover any nal f easance by
Steven Soto or anybody el se while she was hel ping

with the church's finances?

A She di d.
Q And what was that?
A It is -- it was our, whatever you cal

It, charge, conplaint that Soto was responsible for

Veritext Lega Solutions
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around $200, 000 worth of fraudulent activity within
t he church.

Q In what specific sense? Wat was the
$200, 000 earmarked to, what was that?

A He bought a variety of things on credit
and then sold themon Craigslist and pocketed the
money.

Q Do you know he pocketed the noney or are
you just guessing that's exactly what happened?

A | know the church never saw it.

Q kay. But you know -- you saw t he
Craigslist listings -- or either you or Ms. Tulloch
saw the Craigslist |listings?

A. For at | east one item yes.

Q Whi ch was what ?

A | can't renenber.

Q Ckay. One item So you nentioned
$200,000. |Is there -- where did that nunber cone
fron?

A W have -- Marsha had access to one of
the church emails addresses, saw interactions in the
hi story of back-and-forth emails between Soto and
peopl e that were buying equi pnent, brought it to our
attention as the Consistory or the Cassis. W did a
credit search and found that we had hundreds of

Veritext Lega Solutions
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t housands of dollars worth of back-owed debt that no

one was aware of.

Q Credit card debt?

A Not just credit card debt, but credit
debt .

Q And was that sonehow tied directly to
Sot 0?

A He signed for nost of it.

Q Ckay. Wien you say signed, signed what
specifically?

A Applications, contracts --

Q Ckay.

A -- for --

Q And that was all docunented, that was

uncovered by Ms. Tulloch or sonebody el se?

A W submtted it as a part of our
conplaint --

Q kay.

A -- charge, whatever you call it.

Q The Civil Conpl aint.

A Correct.

Q Ckay.

A And I'mstating it as what we believed

happened and what we argued happened, but | believe,

| can't -- well, | can't renenber, so | won't say.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q So Ms. Tulloch is -- correct ne if |I'm
wrong, but Ms. Tulloch is on this |list because she
has firsthand know edge of sone of M. Soto's alleged
financial inproprieties. |s that correct?

A She's on the list primarily as a nmenber
of the Adm nistrative Commttee, but in addition to
her role in the financial realities of the
congregation before it was superseded.

Q And who's Antoni os Pal | ogudi s?

A | can't renenber, but | know that the
other three were nenbers of the Consistory before it

was super seded.

Q You nean (e), (f), and (g)?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So you don't really recall --
A Ni chol as, Gary, and Arsine.

Q You don't really recall who Antonios

Pal | ogudi s was?

A | can't recall who that is.

Q Al right.

A And |'m not going to guess.

Q That's fine.

A But | coul d.

Q Ni chol as Val vano's nane has cone up

before. Can you tell ne who he is?
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A He was an el der in the congregation, and
inrelation to the Cassis was one of the elder
del egates that The Refornmed Church of Cherry Hil
sent to the stated sessions and is a part of the
Cl assi s.
Q Was he there at the tine of the
super sessi on?
A | don't think he attended the neeting.
Q Was he an Elder at the tine of the

super sessi on?

A | don't know.

Q kay. \What about Gary dsen -- oh,
strike that. | want to go back to M. Val vano rea
guickly. Is there anything you can call to mnd that

he woul d know about the issues in this case, the

specific issues that we're tal ki ng about today?

A | can't speak to what he woul d know or
remenber.

Q Gary d sen.

A Gary was al so a nenber of Consistory,

| ongti me nmenber of the congregation, and knew Sot o
and the general workings and on-goi ngs of the
congregati on.

Q Ckay. The good stuff and the bad stuff?

A. | don't know how nuch of either of

Veritext Lega Solutions
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t hose.
Q Ckay.
A But Gary still emails ne today asking

for updates.

Q On this situation?

A On what's going on in his church.

Q kay. So he's still a nenber.

A Uh- hum

Q Ckay. Still attends.

A Yeah. Such as the church exists at this
poi nt, yeah.

Q Wo's -- is it Arsine or Arsine, Arsine
Caner on?

A | believe it's Arsine.

Q Arsine, do you know who she is?

A She was a nenber of the Consistory

before the supersession.
Q And what woul d she know about this case

specifically, if you can call to m nd?

A | cannot speak --

Q Ckay.

A -- to what she woul d know.

Q Do you know what kind of opinion Pastor

Acerno had of Steven Soto?

A. | can't --
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Q Al right.
A -- speak to what Reverend Acerno or
Past or Acerno, what his opinion was.
Q "Il tell you why | asked that question

| saw enmails in the docunents that were produced
where he spoke of M. Soto in very glowng terns, and
| was just curious as to if you knew anyt hi ng about
that relationship and what woul d nmake Past or Acerno
speak so highly of Steven Soto given everything el se
we know.

A | don't know enough about their

relationship to be able to speak to what --

Q That's fine.

A. -- Reverend Acerno's opinion is.

Q That's perfectly fair. Turn to page --
nunber 4 very quickly. It says in your response,

"Steven Soto adnmtted that he was not a menber of the
clergy." So let ne ask you a little bit about that.

Did he admt that to you? You can go ahead and read

the question first, I'msorry.
A | don't renenber.
Q Ckay. So you don't really renenber that

particular adm ssion at all? There's no point asking
you any questions? That's what |'m asking.

A Yeah, | --

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 106 of 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

Page 105

Q Ckay.

A I know there were nultiple nmenbers of
the Classis who had interactions wth Reverend Sot o,
and | don't remenber which of those --

Q So he m ght have stated that -- he m ght
have admtted that to sonebody who you're referring
to right now and then you heard of it, is that fair
enough?

A He mght -- well, | don't want to say
m ght have.

Q Okay. But earlier on you did nention
that he's not an ordained M nister.

A That's a hundred percent true.

Q And that's -- when you say not an
ordai ned Mnister, you nean not within the RCA. Is
that right?

A He's not a Reforned Church --

Q Ri ght.

A -- Mnister.

Q So he may be ordained in who knows what.

A You coul d get ordained on the internet.

Q | know. My brother-in-law got -- well,
he's a city official, he does marriages, so good for
him Ckay.

MR. MANKOFF: O f the record for a
Veritext Lega Solutions
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second.
(Di scussion off the record.)

Q If you | ook at nunmber 10, a couple of
pages | ater, Please describe in detail, go ahead and
read the question about work at the property.

A Ckay.

Q And Refornmed Church's response is, "The
Ref ormed Church in Anmerica did not nmake any
| nprovenents in the property.” | have a couple of

questions about that. The answer references The
Ref ormed Church in Anerica, and we've been talking
kind of all al ong about The Reforned Church of Cherry
Hill and New Bridge. So just to put a finer point on
it. D d The Reforned Church of Cherry Hill and New
Bri dge nake any inprovenents to the property in
response to this particular question?

A Correct. Let ne just read it one nore
tinme.

Q Yeah. And just so you know, the
rel evant tinme frame here isn't going back forever.

A Wl |, yeah.

Q | can tell you the relevant tinme frane
just to make it easier for you. W're tal king 2022
and after.

A So in the answer, in the response, we

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 108 of 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

Page 107

differenti ated between i nprovenents and basic
mai nt enance.

Q | understand that. And just to be
clear, I'mnot asking anythi ng about nai ntenance.
" mtal king about inprovenents to the structures
t hensel ves, construction, renovations, that kind of
t hi ng.

A Anything that would require -- what is
it that the town or the state --

Q Permts, subcontractors -- contractors
and permts, yes.

A Anyt hing that would require a
significant permt that didn't have to do with
mai nt enance or repairs, no.

Q Ckay. And | just want to naeke sure
we' re tal king about the sanme thing, 'cause the answer
says RFA, Refornmed Church in Anerica, and |I'm asking

about your church.

A Yeah. It could have been clearer to say
The Refornmed Church of Cherry HilIl. | won't speak to
why it says what it does.

Q kay. So The Reforned Church of Cherry
Hll, who you' re here as, didn't hire any contractors

since 2022 to make any inprovenents to the property,
did they?
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A Beyond nai nt enance, repair.
Q Ri ght, exactly. |'mnot talking about
general -- I'mnot tal king about calling a plunber.
A Ri ght.
Q kay. Do you renenber either Steven

Soto or anybody else fromthe property telling you
about any such work that was going to be done?

A No.

Q Ckay. Did you recall ever hearing from
Ri ver Edge Church or Steven Soto or anybody el se
about any |l oan that they were applying for to do such
wor k?

A No.

Q Do you renenber a dunpster -- getting
cited for a dunpster on the property in the spring of

20227

A | don't know about the date.

Q kay. Do you renenber getting cited by
the town for a dunpster on the property?

A Yes. It wasn't getting enptied, |
t hi nk.

Q kay. How did -- why was the dunpster
there, if you recall?

A To ny understanding -- | don't recall.

Q kay.
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A Sorry.

Q So does that make you rethink your
answer about any construction work being done on the
property since 2022? Let ne -- strike that. Let ne
just ask a whol e nother question.

Are you aware of any construction work that was
bei ng done at the property starting in 2022? And

does the dunpster being there jog your nenory?

A W were not aware of any nmmjor
| nprovenents. | couldn't guess why a dunpster was
t here.
Q Ckay.
A Were they taking out old furniture?
Q So you just don't know.
A Were they noving out, so they were

t hrowi ng away things while noving, you know, new
stuff? You know, | cannot say why that dunpster was
there with any certainty or what was happeni ng inside
t he house. W didn't have access to it, so | don't
know.

Q Did you ever go out to the property? |
mean, did you ever go to 340-360 Bogert Road? By
ever | nean since like in the last five years or so?

A Yes.

Q kay. How often?

800-227-8440
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A | don't renenber a specific nunber.
Q Let nme re-ask the question. |Is it

sonething you did regularly as part of your job, for
| ack of a better word, with the church or with the
Classis or was it just as need arose or as occasion
arose?

A. As the President of the Consistory, no,
It was not part of ny regular job --

Q kay.

A -- personally. W hired a property
manager, Ethan Everetts, who is out there as
frequently as needed --

Q kay.

A -- lots and lots of tine. And he -- as
the Consistory, as the Admnistrative Commttee, we
pay him and he reports nonthly to us as to what's
happeni ng and what deci sions need to be nade, those
sorts of things.

Q And by deci sions, you nean regarding
mai nt enance and upkeep and things |ike that?

A Yes.

Q And how | ong has M. Everetts been the
property manager?

A | don't renenber specifically --

Q Can | --
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A -- but it was fromvery soon after the
Adm ni strative Comm ttee took over.
Q kay. 2020-ish?
A It was in 2020.
Q kay.
A | don't renenber.
Q Did M. Everetts ever report to you that

there was any construction or renovation going on at
t he property?

A He reported -- you jogging ny nmenory on
the dunpster, he reported the dunpster was there.

Q Ckay.

A But | don't renmenber himsaying anything

about construction inside the house.

Q Ckay.

A | can't say anything about outside the
house. | don't renenber that.

Q kay. And | guess nobody --

M. Everetts or yourself really didn't see or know

what was going into the dunpster?

A No.

Q Ckay.

A Not that | renenber.

Q Nunmber 11 asks, "Please identify any

| is pendens or other recorded notification of your
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all eged ownership interest in the Property or claim
of title to the Property." And we tal ked about a lis
pendens before. That's just any -- that's a recorded
notice that there's a -- sonmething's going on with
the property in the courts basically.

And your answer is, "No lis pendens was filed

because the plaintiff was not aware that its

ownership was contested.”" Do you see that answer?
A Yes.
Q So | just want to go back to all the

docunments we've | ooked at fromthat first case

agai nst Steven Soto where all these orders were

i ssued, there was a notion to enforce litigants
rights, and there were several orders and notions in
whi ch you were asking the Court to not allow himto
sell the property, there was one notion in which you
were asking -- actually asking for a declaration that
you own the property.

So in light of all that, which was the bul k of
the mddle part of this deposition, does your answer
to this interrogatory change at all when you say that
the plaintiff was not aware, and by plaintiff now
that neans you, the plaintiff was not aware that its
owner shi p was cont ested?

MR. MANKOFF. (bjection as to form You
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can answer it.

Q It was a |l ong question, |I'msorry.

A W were not aware that Soto was
attenpting to transfer the deed or the title or sell
the property in the way in which we were aware he
tried to sell the property. W were not aware that
he was trying to take a loan out fromit. So from
t hat sense, we were not aware of any of that.

Q Ckay. But based on the docunents we
| ooked at earlier, you were at | east aware that Soto
m ght attenpt to sell the property.

A W were aware that he did attenpt to in
a-- not alisting, but in a private conversation
with one of the Mnisters who were a tenant there and
then reported that back to us. But we were not aware
beyond that that he was trying to list it, that he
was trying to get a real estate agent for it. |
think -- we just put that in there because we wanted
it in the record don't do that, 'cause he tried.

Q kay. And in order to sell the
property, he would have to show sonebody that he
owned the property, don't you think?

A One woul d presune, but what |I'm | earning
through this process is | can claimthat | own your

house.

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 115 0f 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

Page 114

Q Ckay. Want to buy it?

A Wiy not. |'ll buy it for a dollar.
That's what he did with this church or clained to.

Q ['I'l ask you about nunber 13, and I
think I know the answer, but it says, "Please
describe in detail when and how you becane aware of
t he nortgage hel d against the Property by Bogert
Fundi ng. "

Before | go to your answer, can you just tel
me right now as you're sitting here when you first
becane aware of ny client's nortgage or any nortgage
on the property?

A | don't know the specific date or tine.
| know that it was after the judge ruled in our favor
on Count 1.

Q Ckay.

A After the whol e case was done --

Q kay.

A -- and we were ready to nove forward.
Q

Ri ght .
A -- we found out about this, and | don't
know how.
Q Ckay.
A O when that was.
Q Al right. Thank you. W're done with
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t hat docunent.
MR. MANKOFF: A lot of tine-outs being
called during the last two m nutes.
MR. DAVIS: | never said two m nutes.
THE W TNESS: Metaphorically speaki ng.
MR, MANKOFF:  Yes.

Q | don't think we really need to talk
about this. | said |l'd showit to you. This is just
the Conplaint that we saw earlier. So this is a
third iteration of this case. R ght? There was the
case you filed against Soto. That ended after we
tried to get involved. You sued himagain, you sued
Ri ver Edge Church. Right? And that was the second
action | was tal king about, which Judge Jerejian
asked us to get rid of and now we're here. But we
don't need to tal k about that. There wasn't nuch to
it, to be honest with you.

(Discussion off the record.)

(Exhibit RC-12, Series of emails, was
recei ved and marked for identification.)

MR. DAVIS. Let's get back on the
record.

Q So Exhibit 12, Reverend Havenan, is a
series of emails that was produced to us, and | don't

really know if it was produced in your litigation
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wth Steven Soto. |I'massumng it was, but that's
neither here nor there. 1It's a series of enmnils.

You're on sone of them not on all of them But I
had a few questions about sone of these enunils.

Just the first one, there's
past or @wodcliff.org. Do you know who that is, whose

emai |l address that i1s?

A Uh-hum G eg Dunl op.
Q That's G eg Dunlop. Ckay. And it's to
Alnega Iglesia. | don't knowif that's a person.

|"massuming it's not. Do you know whose enai |
address that is?
A. It's the emai|l address that we had for

St even Sot o.

Q Ckay.
A | -- it's either Steven Soto or his
wi fe.
Q That does clarify quite a bit. So Geg

Dunlop is reaching out to Steven Soto here in
February 2020, asking himif he reached out to Ruth,
"Please |l et us know the status.”™ Do you know what
that's about, who Ruth is?

A Ruth at the tinme was the Treasurer of
the Cassis of Geater Palisades.

Q kay.
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A | don't know what that's in reference
to.

Q And then in the next email -- is it
Pastor Dunlop, is that what it is? | guess so,
‘cause it's pastor@wodcliff. Right?

A Yeah.

Q Past or Dunl op again emails a whol e bunch
of people, including the Alnega Iglesia enmail, which

IS -- you think it mght be Soto or his wife. And
you're copied on this one as well. And he's
saying -- Pastor Dunlop is saying, "As you are aware,
we' ve been maki ng progress inproving the financial
reporting, but as we discussed at the |ast neeting,
we still have nore work to do." Do you know what
that's tal ki ng about?

A Generally. Pastor Geg cane in as the
Supervi sor of the church, as the President of
Consi story.

Q Let me -- was that after the

super sessi on or before?

A Ch, it was before.

Q kay. Before the supersession.

A Bef ore t he supersessi on.

Q Ckay.

A So what | had said before was when you
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no | onger have a Mnister, in this case, Ral ph Acerno
retired, the Classis sends in a Supervisor. H's work
went from when he started as the Supervisor until the
Consi story was superseded. That's when his role as a
Supervi sor had ended.

Q Ckay.

A M nisters conme in as Supervisors and
they find Consistories functioning in a variety of
ways. Sone are working in good order and others are
not. Pastor Geg told ne that the financi al
reporting for the Consistory was not sufficient, not
enough detail, not enough professionalism

Q And that was under Pastor Acerno's
mnistry. Right?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you have any reason to believe
that had anything to do with Steven Soto?

A In February of 2020, | don't have any
reason or know edge at that point.

Q These are going in reverse chronol ogi ca
order, so it mght be a little confusing, so why
don't we just start at the back. Not the |ast page,
but the second to | ast page. No, they're not.
They're all mxed up. Okay. Let's just stay where

we are.
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The second page of this docunent, again, Al nega
| gl esia, who you believe m ght be Steven Soto, emails
Past or Dunl op, yourself, and Ruth Shaw, and Gary
A sen who we tal ked about and several other people
who |I'm not going to ask you about, and he says, "The
Consi story" -- he or she says, "The Consistory of The
Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hi Il dba R ver Edge Church
would i ke sone clarity.” Do you renenber what this
was about and what this person was asking for clarity
about? Again, we're in February 2020.

A No.

Q Ckay. And you notice here he says, "The
Consi story of The Reformed Church of Cherry Hi Il dba
Ri ver Edge Church."” Do you see that?

A Uh- hum

Q Is that sonething that you were aware of
at the tine that they were going under this nanme?

A | was aware they were doi ng busi ness as.

They were not a separate nonprofit.

Q As far as you knew.
A No, they were not a separate nonprofit.
Q Did you check the records with the state

to see if they had registered?
A No.
Q Ckay. So they could have been and you
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just weren't aware. There's a date where they

organi zed. | just don't know what it was.
A It was not --
Q kay.
A -- February in 2020.
Q Al right. [I'Il double-check that.

So then on the next page, this is you now in
April 2020, we're alnost at the supersession. Right?
It's a couple nonths away. Right? |In June. And
you're talking to Ralph, I'massum ng that's Ral ph
Acerno, the Pastor, and you say you have a question.

Go ahead and read your email to yourself.

A kay.
Q So in the mddle of that paragraph you
say, "l have heard nothi ng about the Consistory or

the nmenbers of the R ver Edge Church. Has anyone
asked themif they want to sell the building? Has
anyone ascertained the will of the Consistory?"

Coul d you just -- do you renenber the context
of this conversation and why you woul d be asking
whet her The Ri ver Edge Church Consistory wants to
sell the church building or the building?

A No.

Q kay. But there seens to be sone

i ndication in this email that selling the church
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property was sonehow an issue that was being
contenpl ated or discussed. R ght?
A | don't renenber.
Q Al right.
A I nean, |'mnot a nenber of the
Consistory. I'mnot privy to their discussions. |

don't remenber anyone on Consistory or Geg telling
me that they're tal king about selling the building.

Q Ckay. | think ny question was |ike why
woul d you ask that then. Right? Has anyone asked
themif they want to sell the buil ding.

A And | coul d nake assunpti ons.
Q kay.
A But |1've been told not to make

assunpti ons or guesses.

Q That is correct.

And the next enmail is sonmeone witing H Jon.
It looks like it's -- it looks |ike Pastor Acerno if
you |l ook at that tag line before the email. Do you

know who Jon, J-O-N, m ght be?

A. H s nanme is Jon Norton.
Q Who' s that?
A. Jon Norton was the Executive M nister

for the Classis of Greater Palisades.

Q For the Cassis. GCkay. So the
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Executive Mnister. | think | know what that neans.
What is an Executive Mnister? He's at the Cdassis
| evel .

A Yeah.

Q kay. So is he the Mnister to the
M ni sters essentially?

A It's one of his job description

responsibilities, yes.

Q kay. So this is it |ooks |ike Ral ph
Acerno telling M. Norton, or Pastor Norton, Reverend
Norton -- if you |l ook at the next page, there's a
par agraph that starts, "l have gone back and forth on

trying to find a way." Do you see that?

A Uh- hum

Q Go ahead and read that paragraph.

A Ckay.

Q kay. And then you can read everything

in between if you think it helps you, but | also want
you to read the |ast paragraph which starts, "You
need to let the Cassis know" And take your tinme to
read all of it if you want.

A Ckay.

Q So this is Reverend Norton -- no, Pastor
Acerno witing to the Executive Mnister of the

Classis, and he's telling him he being Steve Soto,

800-227-8440
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this is in that top paragraph, "took strong | egal

steps to provide New Jersey courts,"” the word' s cut
off, but "wth a sufficient reason to grant himthe
property should it becone a fight." Do you have any
recol l ection of this issue being discussed in Apri
2020 between the C assis and the Consistory?

A No.

Q Ckay. But it does appear fromthis
email that both the Classis and the Consistory were
aware that Steven Soto was at |east potentially

making a claimto the property. Correct?

Do you know Ral ph Acerno?
Per sonal | y?

Yeah.

No.

Do you know anything of his character?

This is not ny deposition, so.

> O >» O >» O >

' m aski ng because |'m going to say sone
t hi ngs about Ral ph Acerno right now.

Q Well, if that's the answer to the
guestion, then go ahead.

A Wite it down so it's in the public
record. Ralph Acerno is a jackass.

Q That's going to be in there you know.

A. Put it in there.

800-227-8440
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Q Ckay.
A. He's a bl owhard --
Q Ckay. But let nme --
A. -- and he has threatened ne and the

Classis with legal action many tines, all of which
accunul ated to nothi ng because he just wanted to do
what he wanted to do.

Q Ckay.

A This is how we interpreted this, as a
list of a long list of threats from Ral ph Acerno
about what was going to happen. None of which
happened by the way.

Q Okay. But let nme just get -- putting
Ral ph Acerno aside and getting to the content of this
email, it appears at |east that Ral ph Acerno was
emailing Mnister Norton in April 2020 that at | east
he thought or was claimng that Steven Soto was
taking steps to basically get title to the property.

A Ral ph Acerno is a retired Mnister
living in Nevada, had nothing to do with the
congregati on, was not present at any Consistory
neeti ngs, can say whatever he thought was happeni ng.

Q kay. So is it your testinony that
Ral ph Acerno is making this up?

A It's ny testinony that Ral ph is sending

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440 973-410-4040




© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 126 of 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

Page 125

an email to which he does not have direct information
about .

Q And what's the basis for your saying
t hat ?

A He's a retired Mnister living in
Nevada, not attendi ng any Consistory neetings or
havi ng any responsibility over the church at the
time.

Q But this enmail seens to inply a
conversation he's had wwth Steven Soto, at |east sone
comuni cations he's had with Steven Soto.

A It's an inplication. Ralph lies to ne

nore times than | have fingers and toes.

Q So --
A. VWhat am | to know if it's true or not.
Q The | ast paragraph simlarly says,

"Steven," Soto, that is, "already has interested
parties desiring to purchase fromhimthe property.”
So were you aware of this comunication between
Acerno and Reverend Norton?

A | don't renenber.

Q Ckay. And | guess ny questionis, is
this part of the set of circunstances that |led you to
think that Steve Soto was trying to sell the

property, which is what you represented in your

800-227-8440
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pl eadi ngs and notions in the case you brought agai nst
Sot 0?

MR. MANKOFF: (bjection as to form You
can answer it.

A | don't renenber if this -- | don't
know.

Q kay. ' Cause you nentioned earlier in
the testinony that you think you got wnd of Soto's
attenpts to sell the property fromthe tenant whom
you say Soto approached about selling the property.

Ri ght ?

A Yes.

Q And | guess this nakes ne ask, was there
anyt hi ng nore going on that gave you any cl ues or
I nformation about Steven Soto's alleged desire to

sell the church property?

A Than that ?

Q Yeah.

A No.

Q kay.

A This emai|l could be referring to that.
Q Ckay. It could be? It could be

referring to that, neaning the conversation with the
Kor ean church?

A. Correct.

800-227-8440
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Q In fact, is it -- well, | don't want to
ask you that 'cause you'll be specul ating, 'cause you
j ust did.
A Coul d be. Sorry.
MR DAVIS. Al right. | just want to
take five mnutes and | ook at notes and --
MR. MANKOFF:  Sure.
MR. DAVIS: -- see where we stand.

(A break was taken.)

MR. DAVIS. kay. Let's go back on the
record real quick.
BY MR DAVI S.

Q Just very quickly, Reverend Havenan,

t hank you very nuch for the tine you' ve spent here
today. It wasn't too bad |l engthw se. | apologize
for getting you upset a couple tines, but it's the
nature of the beast.

Did you receive any funds from R ver Edge
Church or from Steven Soto that may or may not have
been in connection with a | oan Steven Soto took out
with ny client?

A No.

Q kay. Are you aware of -- do you have
access to any of River Edge Church's bank accounts,

and by you | nmean Reformed Church of Cherry H Il and

800-227-8440
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New Bri dge and the C assis?
A You need to be nore specific than that.
Q Ckay. Let nme just ask it a little nore

generally. Does the Cassis generally have access to
a congregation's or -- | call it a parish, | guess
you call it a congregation. Does the C assis have
access to the bank accounts of a particul ar
congregati on?

A In a general situation |ike
supersession, yes. The situation for The Reforned
Church of Cherry Hill doing business as The River
Edge Church was different.

Q kay. Wuld the O assis have had any
access to those accounts after the supersession?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And did it review any of those
account s?

A Yes.

Q How many accounts did it review?

A That we found evidence of, two.

Q And whose nane were they in?

A One was The Reformed Church of Cherry
H1l, the other was The R ver Edge Church.

Q And do you recall how nuch was in --
were they -- strike that.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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What bank were they with or banks?

A It was banks. | think | know, but |I'm
not going to guess.

Q Okay. | can follow up.

And one was in River Edge Church and one was in
Ref ormed Church of Cherry Hi Il and New Bridge you
sai d.

A Yes.

Q Do you recall how nmuch was in those

accounts, each one?

A General ly, yes.
Q How much, roughly?
A They were both negative.
Q They were.
MR DAVIS: Al right. | have no

further questions. Thanks a |ot.
MR. MANKOFF: | have no questi ons.
(Deposition adjourned at 1:17 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY ANN ADAMS, a Certified Court Reporter
and Notary Public of the State of New Jersey, License
No. X101026, do hereby certify that prior to the
commencenent of the exam nation, REVEREND RODNEY
HAVEMAN was duly sworn by ne to testify as to the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

I DO FURTHER CERTI FY that the foregoing is a
true and accurate transcript of the testinony as
t aken stenographically by and before ne at the tine,
pl ace, and on the date herei nbefore set forth.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | amneither a
rel ati ve nor enpl oyee nor attorney nor counsel of any
of the parties to this action, and that | am neither
a relative nor enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel,
and that | amnot financially interested in the

action.

sy L (oo, £ ¢ e

Notary Public of the State of New Jersey
My Conmi ssion expires August 10, 2029
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New Jersey Rules Governing Civil Practice
Part IV, Rule 4:14

Depositions Upon Oral Examination

4:14-5. Submission to Witness; Changes; Signing

If the officer at the taking of the deposition is a
certified shorthand reporter, the witness shall not
sign the deposition. If the officer is not a
certified shorthand reporter, then unless reading
and signing of the deposition are waived by
stipulation of the parties, the officer shall
request the deponent to appear at a stated time for
the purpose of reading and signing it. At that time
or at such later time as the officer and witness
agree upon, the deposition shall be submitted to
the witness for examination and shall be read to or
by the witness, and any changes in form or

substance which the witness desires to make shall

be entered upon the deposition by the officer with
a statement of the reasons given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness. If the witness fails to appear at the
time stated or if the deposition is not signed by
the witness, the officer shall sign it and state on

the record the fact of the witness' failure or
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refusal to sign, together with the reason, if any,
given therefor; and the deposition may then be used
as fully as though signed, unless on a motion to
suppress under R. 4:16-4(d) the court holds that
the reasons given for the refusal to sign require

rejection of the deposition in whole or in part.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.
THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




SWC-F-004225-24 01/23/2026 1:37:21 PM Pg 170 of 171 Trans ID: CHC202625860

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access

controls. Electronic files of documents are stored
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in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Assoclates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.







